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JetcTBO

— Ilocsymaii, MyIaAIINNA CbIH KOPOJIS He JKeHAT, 1 MOXKET...

— fI He MoOTYy K/1aTh, CTAHET JIM OH KOPOJIEM B 00X0/1 cTapiiero 6para... OHU Bce 37J0pOBbI, KaK
OBIKH, B CTAapOro KopoJis. CJIUIIIKOM JIOJITO JKAaTh UX cMepTH. Tak [lejyia HUKOT/Ia He YBUUT TPOHA,
a 3HAYMT, U MbI HE CMOKEM BJIUATH HA MOJIUTUKY cOceZlel, Oyib OHU ITPOKJIATHL...

— Ho ecsu Jlesia craHeT HEBECTKOU CTApPOTO KOPOJIA, He 3HAYUT JIM HTO, UTO OH HE CTAHET
HaIlaaTh Ha HAC, POJICTBEHHUKOB?

— Her, rynasi, 5To HUUero He 3HaA4YUT... POUTEIN CHOXU... MJIA/IIIIEH CHOXH... KTO TEEPH C ITUM
cyuTaeTcs... 3HAYUT, CHOBA BOIHA, a CTpaHa obeccusieHa, pa3opeHa... Her, 1Toka cTapblil Jiuc danuac
He IMPOHIOXAJI O HaIIeH ¢1ab0oCcTH, HY?KHO IOJICYHYTh eMy Jlemty...

— Tl roBOpHUIIIE O COOCTBEHHOM JJOYEPH, KAK O IITIOXE... boke, OesiHasA IeBOYKA... DIUac BeAb
CTapukK!

— OH JIUIIb HEMHOTO MOJIOKE MeHsI, He TAKOH YK U CTapHK... Tebe ObLJIO IIOUTH CTOJIBKO Ke, KOTa
Tebs1 BbIJIaid 32 MeHsA. ThI 3Ke He cuuTaIa MeHsI CTApUKOM ?

KopoJsieBa oTBepHy1ach, He JKejias MOKa3bIBaTh MYy JIUI0, HA KOTOPOM He ObLI0 060kaHusd. [la, e
OBLIIO CTOJIBKO K€E... A My>K ObLJI HEMOJIOI, 1 OHA 00sIaCh.

BoiiHa mia Tak 10Jro, 4To OT Heé ycTaau 06a rocy/lapcTBa; eé IpUUYNH HUKTO He TOMHMWI. 3eMJIN. ..
[TopyrannHas 4ecTb KOTO-TO... B3auMHbie 00u/Ibl... V1 HakOHeI, 3a0pe3Kuiia Hajieskaa c1aboro Mupa,
3aKpenuTh KOTOPBIN ITpU3BaHa UX JI0Ub, I0Had [lesa. A Mup HyxeH o6enM ctpaHaMm. [ToaTomy
CTaphIi DJIUAC C PAJIOCTHIO0 YXBATUIICA 32 U0 TIOPOTHUTHCS C HEJITABHUMH BparaMmu yepes OpauyHbIi
coto3. KoTopsiii criepBa paccMarpuBasics Mexxay Jlesion u oHUM U3 ero chiHOBel. Ho eé ynpsamblil
MY?K OXBaueH Hjleedl 00beINHEHNS UX CTPaH, TOYHEE, IOTJIOIIEHHS COCEHEN I03KHOU. JIJ1s1 3TOTO OH
Y BO3HAMEPWJICA BhIZATH /leJly HUKaK He MEHbIIIE, YeM 3a CTApPOT0, KPEKOT0, BEUHOTO, KaK TOPbI
Ha ero pozuHe, nuaca. begnaa [esnal... Kak oHa y:KUBeTCA €O CTapbIM UyZoBUIleM! ?

— A korza Jlesa poguT chlHA, a OHA 00513aTEJIHHO POJIUT ChIHA, U HE OJTHOTO, TO CTAHET PETEHTOM
ipu HeM. CTapuK, KOHEYHO, y?Ke YMpeT... VI Torjja oHa BBIWJIET 32 KOTO-HUOY/Tb U3 CBOUX
POACTBEHHUKOB... OHU MPUHECYT BaCCAJIbHYIO IPUCATY... Y MOUX CBIHOBEU, HAKOHEI[-TO, HE CTAHET
BEUHOU yTPO3HI C I0TQ, ITUX HEMBITBIX JUKAPEU...

— Ho Hama f04s... Tak M0J10/1a... a JIMaC TaK... — KOpOJIeBa 3aHyJjach, IOHUMasi, YTO BCE €€ CJI0Ba
Oecrosie3HbI. My»K TsKeJIO B3IJIAHYJI HA HEE:

— Eui npuzercs pokaTh OT My»Ka U He pa3. Thl IOATOTOBMIIA €€?

Koposea ycrano kuBHys1a. Hukoro He 3a60Tuia cy/ipba JKEHIITUH B 3TOM CYPOBOM MYKCKOM MUDE,
IIOJTHOM KPOBH U cJie3. HUKTO He moskajies Korja-To e€, TaKKe Pajii MUPa BhIIAHHYIO JIEBOYKOH 3a
HEMOJIOZIOTO BJIoBIA. V1 OHA poskasia OT HETO, ITOKa He MOILTA MaJIbUMKU, U Ha HEE TaKXKe C
MIOZI03PEHNEM CMOTPEJI JKECTOKUN MY?K, Pa3/lyMbIBasi, He pa3BECTUCH JIU C HEU, IPUHECIIEN 2-X
nepBbIX Jlouek. U BoT Teneps Jlesa, e€ nepBeHell...

XpyTiKasi pycoBoJiocasi IEBOYKa 33/[lyMUNBO KPY>KHJIa [0 TPOHHOMY 3aJIy, 3/1eCh U HAIIlJIa €€ MaTh.
— fI Bce 3Ha10, MaMa, — B OTBET Ha TSKEJIBINA B3/I0X KOPOJIEBBI, — S CJIBIIIAJA. ..

— Ilopgcnymana, — TUXO KOHCTaTUpOBasia Ta. — M 4To ThI?..

— Taxk Begp Hy:KXHO, 1a? MeHs Bce paBHO OTIIPABAT TyZa?

MaTb KUBHYJIa, C TOPEYBIO ITPOBOXKASA IJIa3aMH MeJIJIEHHO HAYIIYIO 10 3aJIy 104Yb, OyATO



IIPOINAIONIYIOCS C BEJIMYECTBEHHBIMH IPyOOBATHIMU HHTEPhEPAMH.

— Pa3 Hy»xHO... TOJIBKO... TOJIBKO 5 OOIOCh...

OrpomMHBIN KOPOJIb KPUTUYECKHU OIJISA/IE] TOHEHBKYIO JIEBOUKY-II0ZIPOCTKA, CKJIOHUBIIYIOCS TIEepe/
€ro TPOHOM. 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO OH IPOYEJI B €€ Iy1a3ax. YCMeIIKa CKPhLIach B TyCTON 60poJE;
KHBKOM T'OJIOBBI OH OTILyCTWJI HeBecTy. [locsie moanrcaHmna MHOTOYUC/IEHHBIX JOTOBOPOB, B TOM
YucJie 0 IEPEMUPUH MeXK/y IPOTUBOOOPCTBYIOIIMMY CTOPOHAMU, HA3HAUUIU CKOPO€e
OpakocouyeTaHUe.

Ha npimmHo cBaipbe Kpenkuil diirac u3pe/ika HaCMeIJIMBO KOCUJICSA Ha CTapaIoIyIoCs ePKAThCS
JIOCTOMHO JIeBOUKy->KeHy. OHa He BbIKa3bIBajla ABHOTO CTPaxa, /lep>Kach HEECTECTBEHHO MPAMO.

KopoJsieBa-maThb mocjieJHUN pa3 B3IJISHYJIA HA JI0Ub B TYCKJIOM CUSTHUHU CBeUel B KOPOJIEBCKOU
cnayibHOM dymaca. 3siHas, Kak CTaTyaTKa, MBIIITHOBOJIOCAS, IIHITAIOIAsCA NU300pa3UTh
paBHOAYIIINE HA 0JIeTHOM JIMYUKE... MaTh MOMpaBuia IPO3PAaYHYI0 COPOUKY, CIIOIBIIYIO C
HeNOJBUKHOTO TOHKOTO IljIeya.

— 3/1ech KpacHuBO... YMEIOT JKe I0KaHe, Bce TaK U3AIIHO... [la... [lesa, neBouka mos... Thl... —
KOpOJIeBe IBHO HeJI0CTaBaJI0 My»KeCTBa OCTAaBUTH /I0Ub 371eCh O/[HY.

— He Hazi0, MaMa, He BosiHyMcA. f cMory... g mocrapaiochk. fl Bce MOMHIO, YTO Tl MHE TOBOPUJIA.
3HayuuT, 3aBTPA BHI yezeTe?..

— Jla, TakoBBI yc10BUA TBOErO My»ka. OHU He JIAJAAT ¢ MamoMu. ..

— Wnu, mama, 10 3aBTpa... He ye3kail, He OIPOIIABIINCH CO MHOU!

Brixozig, kKoposieBa pa3MHUHYJIACh € TOIYIIBAHBIM DJINACOM, IIPOBOKAaEMBIM B CHAJIBHYIO
IPU/IBOPHBIMH.

KpoBarts Ts2Kes10 3acKkpuliesia HoJi Ipy3HbIM KopoJieM. HaTsaHyB o71es10 /10 11eu, He IOBOpayuBas
roJIOBBI U €7Ba Jibliia, Jlesa xjana, crapasich YHATH APoKb. Bpems 1uio...

— Ilociymai, neBouka... Jlensna. Tel ymMeelrs XpaHUTh TAWHBI? — BUHHBIE I1aphI 3aTI0JTHUIN
IIPOCTPAHCTBO MeXy cynpyramu. OHa Mosyasa.

— TBoti oTery xoTes 3Toro 6paka. Kak rapanTtuio mupa... Pa3 yx oH coctosiyics, MIpuAeTcs Kak-To
KUTb. U1 MBI MO2KeM JIOTOBOpUTECA. UT0O Bee OBLIIO KaK Mpek/ie y MeHs... V1 He Tak YK IJI0X0 y
Te0s... I He x0uy oOMkaTh TebsA. MHe He Hy»KHa KeHa — HO TOBOPIO 3TO TOJIBKO Tebe...

Jenna 60sy1ach B3JJOXHYTh, HACTOJIBKO HEBEPOSATHBIE BEIIH IIPOU3HOCUII €€ CTapPBIN
HOBOHUCIIEYEHHBIN My3K. Eff HIJero He rpo3ur... E€ He cobupatoTcss HacuIoBaTh... M 3acTaBisaTh
PO’KaTh... Y HEro y»ke ObLJIO HECKOJIBKO 3KeH... [loceniusas, mobumas, ymepsa gaBHo... OHa, [lemnna,
POBECHUIA €T0 ChIHA, ¥ KOPOJIb He X0ueT eé... Hukoro yxe... I ecjiu OHU JJOTOBOPATCSA U COXPAHAT
Bce B TaliHe, TO UX COBMECTHAS KU3Hb CTaHET MPUATHOHN o0ouM. OH cTaHeT 3a00TUTHCA O HEHN. A OHA
0 HeM. Kak 109b wim 4To-TO BpoAe Toro... Hy uTto oHa, HE MPOTUB?..

JleBouka OCIeNIHO KUBHYJIA U IIpollenTasa «aa». [lomosyas, mpomiesecrena:

— W uTo0 ke MHe J1eJ1aTh?

— Jlep:kaTh ceOs1 KOposIeBOH. Y Tebs JOJIKHO MOIYIUThCA, S BUJIEJ, KaK ThI CTapajiach Ha CBa/ib0e.

— f... bosimach, — IpU3HAIACH OHA.

— U ar0 1 Toxke Buzen. Teneps He GoUIIbCA?

— Teneps... HeT. HasepHoe...

— HasepHoe... — 3acmesiicsi OH, OIIATH 0071aB €€ BUHHBIM JyxoM. — J[aBaii cats!

KoposieBa-maTh HayTpO MBITJINBO BIJIAIBIBAJIACH B IOHYIO KOPOJIeBy-10ub. OHA Kak Oy/ITO He
M3MeHWIach C Mponwioi Houu. To ke cIoKoNHOe JTUUUKO, IpAMas cuuHa. Bpoze 05l
HeeCTECTBEHHOE HAIIPsIKEHNE MTOKUHYJIO €€ — MMOKAa3aJI0Ch CTapor KoposieBe. U Bpozie 6b1 HUKAKOTO



ucmyra Ha jiaie. ToJIbKO cMyIlleHHe OT MOBBIIIEHHOTO BHUMAHUS MPUABOPHBIX K cebe, OT
HEIPUCTONHOTO IIEM0TKa BOKPYT — YTPOM BCS 3HATh PACCMATPUBAJIH CYTIPYKECKOE JIOXKE C
KaIUIsIMU KpoBH. OTell CKYYHO BTOJIKOBBIBAJI IOUEPH O €€ /1oJire iepes; PoamHoM, 0 Oyayux
CBIHOBBSIX, O IOKOPHOCTH MYKy. KopoJsieBa ke kpenko 00HsIa 10Yb.

— Tr1 OyziTo OBI He GouMIbCSa MyKa? A?

— Bce Oyzer xoporiio, Mmama. He ttaub 060 mHe!

Ha npoiasipsHOM 06€eie B UecThb ye3»Karolero oTia /Jlesia paccMarpuBaia CBOUX IACHIHKOB —
CBIHOBEH KOpoJid. THO0 — JIeT 27, KPAXKUCTBIHN, KaK OTel], KPaCHOJIUIBIA OT BBHIITUTOTO BUEPA,
TOJICTOTYOBIH, C MAJIEHPKIMU HaCTOPO>KEHHBIMU I1a3kaMU. ChIH OT IEPBOH JKEHBI KOPOJIs, C
KOTOPOU TOT pa3BeJics, YT00 JKEHUTHCA T10 JII0OBU. PsjoM ero sxeHa, HeKpacuBasd, Xyzas u
HaiMeHHasd. [lapHuIIKa TpuMepHO e€ Bo3pacta — PoO6wH, ChIH OT MOcIeHe N KeHbI, yMepIei
HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3a/l. J{oJIroBA3bIN, XKUJIUCTBIHN, PYCOBOJIOCHIN, KaK 1 oHA. MI3peaka OpocaeT
J1I000TIBITHBIE B3TJIA/IBI HA HOBYIO JKeHy OoTIja. KopoJsib Becesio ofjpa3HuBaeT CHIHOBEH, TpyO0OBaTO
OTBeYaeT TOJIbKO CTapIINi, MJIaIINI IOMaJIKUBAET.

[Tocsie oTpesna koposisi-oTa Jlesna nouyBcrBoBasa cebs HecpaBHEHHO cBoOoiHee. CKyuasia
TOJIBKO 110 MaMe U CecTpe.

— BpImmBaTh — 3TO BCe, YEM ThI XOUEITh 3aHUMATHCA? — IIPUMEPHO Uepe3 HEJIETIO «CYIPYKECKOH»
’KU3HU MIOWHTEpecoBaICsA dauac. [lesuia moxkasa riedaMu, He IOHNMast, YeM eIlle MOXKeT 3aHAThCS
KOpOJieBa.

— Yo THI Aes1ana foma?

— HeMmHoro... Yuniace u urpajia BMeCTe ¢ CeCTPO, e3/11J1a BepXOM, CTpeJisAiia U3 JIyKa, IJIaBajia,
oxoTuiack... [loxkaiyi, Bce.

— Crpensana us ayka? [lnasana? B Balmx X0J04HBIX peKax? — YCOMHUJICH MYXK.

— Moii Hapog — BouHBI. U skeHIIMHBI! — BCKUHYB roJioBy. OH 3acMesiics.

Ha ciemyromuii leHs OHA BOIILIA B KJIACC, T7€ TTOKUJIOHN MIPUABOPHBIN HACTaBHUK B/IJIOJINBAJT a3bl
HayK B BUXPACTbhI€ T'OJIOBBI 3BHATHBIX MAJIBYUKOB. HeCKOIBbKO ITOAPOCTKOB 00EPHYIHCH K HEN U
BBDKH/IAIOIIE MOJIUAJIU, 3aTeM MOAHAINCH. JleBouka Habpasia mo0osIbliie BO3AyXa B rpyAb: —
1o0yzy 371eCh... MOKHO? — U He JOKHUAAsICh OTBETA YUUTEJIA ceJia Ha JIaBKy 1mo3aau Pooou.
OnoOMHUMBIINCH, YUUTEIb MPOJOIKUII IPEPBAHHBIN YPOK. MayIbUnIIIKY, TIOME/IJINB, CEJIN.

HNponuuHo Habsofama Kydka I0HOM 3HATH, KaK MOJIOZ0OM KOPOJIEBE IIOJIBOIUIN CMUPHYIO,
CHEIUAIBHO MTOA00PAHHYIO JIOMIAKY. YIBIOKH CIIOJI3JIU C JIUII, KOT/Ia OHA 6e3 ITOMOIIIH ceJla B CeJIJI0
¥ IPUBBIYHBIM JIBIKEHUEM BJleJ1a HOTH B CTPEMEHA, HaTsAHYJIa MIOBO/IbsA. [[€JIOBUTO MOTpenaa
JIOIIAJIb TIO IIIee ¥ 3aCThLIA B CeJIJIe, OJKUAasi CHTHAJIA HaCTaBHUKA. PoOOU mo/rbexasl M IpUCTPOMIICS
pAaoM Ha 6ecIOKOMHOM KOHe. Ha e€ BOIIpOoCUTeIbHBIN B3TJIA XMyPO HOSCHIIIL:

— C Bamu noezty. Masio siu uro. OTels Bese...

Ona 6pU10 packphblia pot, Ho mpomostdasna. Ezauia Jlesnna gydiiie MHOTHX, 32 YTO MOJIy4nIa
IIOXBaJy HacTaBHUKA. Ha cienyrolieil mporysike oHa cama Berasia B napy k Pooou.

— Ero BesinuecTBO KOPOJIb, MOU MY?K, pa3pellinjl Ha3bIBaTh MEHS 110 UMEHU U Ha «ThI», —
obOpaTusiach oHa K napHuinke. OH KUBHYJI, He TJIA/A HA HeE.

Uepes mMecsI OHU CTaIU APY3bsIMH. B MaTbunIIIeCcKOH o/iesk/ie I0HAsI KOpOJieBa HUUEM He
BBIJIEJIS1JIACHh U3 TPYIIIBI IOAPOCTKOB JIy4InX GaMuIni crpadbl. OHA OCBOMJIACH B IPUABOPHOU
IIIKOJIE U He yCTyIlajia I0HOoIIaM, 000ii/iA Bcex B Haykax. OT4asgHHO (pexToBaIa, JINX0 CKaKaia Ha
OBICTPOM CKaKyHe, 3a0pakoBaB COHHYIO JIOIIAIKY, METKO cTpesisiyia. Henamenusiii Po60u Becerga
ObLI pAZOM, IPUTJIAABIBASA 32 Hell. OHU COCTaBJIAIN KOHTPACTHYIO ITapy: OTYasHHAA, J00AIIas



IIOCMEATHCA IEBUOHKA M MAJIOPA3TOBOPYMBHIN (DierMaTUYHbBIN J0JITOBA3BIN MTapeHek. OHa ObL1a
3aBOJINJION cpeJiu pebsT, OH Ke e€ BEpHBIM opy»keHocreM. TOJIbKO eMy pa3peleHo ObLIO 3BaTh €€
10 UMEHU U TOJIbKO el — IIoCMeuBaThcs Ha/l HUM. Ell yaaBasioch BBITATUBATD U3 HETO Bce
HeMyZ[peHbI€e ITOPOCTKOBbIE CEKPETHI. YacTo X MOKHO OBLJIO 3aMeTUTh Ha OKPAWHE JBOPIIOBOTO
MapKa, CUAANMMU Ha KAMEHUCTOU BEPIIIMHE X0JIMa.

Crapblii KOpOJIb C BOCXUIIleHHeM HabJII01asl 3a I0HOM, OKa3aBlileiics TaKoH KU3HEPaJOCTHOM
KOPOJIEBO¥, K KOTOPOH OTHOCHJICS KaK K fjouepu. /leJia ke NCKpeHHe MMOoJI00mIa My»ka 1 ObLU1a
6s1aromapHa emy 3a Bce. Koposib 6ayioBast I0HYIO XKeHy, pa3pelas OpraHu30BbIBATh BCEBO3MOKHbIE
npezicTaBaeHus, Oyab TO OaJIbl, IBOPIIOBHIE CIIEKTAKIN, KAPHABAJIBI, TUKHUKU, TYPHUPHI U CKAUKH.
Crapble BeJIbMOKH HEZIOBOJIBHO BOPUYAJIH T10 ITIOBOJTy pa3BepHYyTOU Jleyioil 1eATeIbHOCTH 10
W3THAHUIO CKYKHU U3 IBOPIIA, KOPOJIb Ke 0JIaTOCKJIOHHO B3UPaJsl Ha BCe MPEAIIPUATHS JKEHBI.

— Ilopa 3a65ITH 0 BoiiHe, — mOBTOPsI OH. — IlycTh BecessiTes! Bee stydrie, uem BoeBaTh.

U npuzaBopHas MoJIoAeKb pa3pjekaaach OT Beel ymu. Beuepom B nocresnu Jlessa yBiedeHHO
CTPOWMJIA HOBBIE IJIAHBI IIEPEJT YCTABIIUM MY?KEM; TOT YTOMJIEHHO CIIYIIAJI €€, IIeJI0BAJI B JI00 U BCe
paspemia.

— 39X, HET y MeHs TaKoM ouku! — ¢ coxkayieHneM noBTopsi Ainuac. — B Po66u maso orus, a Tubo...
Ax!..

— ¥ Bac ecTb 1, U 5 Bac JI00J110! — ycrokanBaia ero KopoJiesa.

JleBytika 6s1arogapHoO OOHHUMAaJIa CTApOro KOPOJIsi, YMOKaJIa B I[EKY U 3aChIajia, HAYYUBIIHCH HE
3aMeyvaTh ero Xpam 1 HepeKo 3amnax BuHa. OHU TIaTeIbHO XPAaHWIU CBOIO TaliHy, He JIaBas IOBO/AA
COMHeBaThcA B UX Opake.

IOnOCTB

[Tponwto HecKoabKO JeT. PO6OU OTChLIAIN YIUThCA B YHUBEPCUTET, B IPYTYIO CTPAHY, 32 MHOTO
MWWIb OT fjoMa. Jlesisia HeCcKOJIbKO JHel He Haxoausa cebe Mecta oT Tocku. OHa 3abpocuiia 3a6aBbl U
TOCKJIMBO CJIOHSLJIACH IO KOPOJIEBCKOMY 3aMKY, Kacasich Me0OeJiv, CTeH U HUT/IEe He 3a/1eP>KUBASCh.
Csoro s1r000Bb K P060OM OHa Havajia 0CO3HABATh IaBHO, HO OIPE/EIEHHO ITI0YYBCTBOBAJIA €€ TOJIBKO
cefiuac, mepe;; pasyiyKoi. Drac OCTAaHOBUJICA B JIBEPSIX IIOKOEB, U3y4as JKeHy, 0e3yJdacTHO
[JIAZIAIILYI0 B OKHO.

— Kt0-TO cuuT Ha BamieM XoMe, Ha KAMHAX, — IIpou3Hec OH. — He xouens cXoiuTh Tya?

— Kuemy? Ckopo Bce 3aKOHUUTCA... — HE OIJIA/bIBAsACE.

— Hyx#Ho nonpomarsesa! He HakaspiBall TapHs, HAa HEM JIUIA HET, — IPOBOpYaJI KOpoJib. — Mau!
JleByIlIKa MeJIJIEeHHO MOHAIACh HAa XOJIM U ceJia PSAJIOM C APYTOM. YoKe He JIeTH, OHU 33/TlyMYnBO
CMOTpEJIH BJIajib, KyZla Hajj1eskajio exaTb Po00u. Kpenmkuii, BRICOKHI IOHOIIA €/IBa KaCaJICSA JIOKTEM
CTPOMHO CBETJIOBOJIOCOM KpacaBHUIIbl. B /leTcTBe, HameperoHku 100€eKaB /10 BEPIINHEI U CIIEPBA
IIOMOJTYaB, OHU HAUUHAJIN TOBOPUTD, 00CY?K/1asi HOBOCTHU, IPOUCIIIECTBUSA, KHUTH, JIOIIaJe!,
nocMenBaynch HaJ, Tubo ¢ ero cBapsinBou *keHoil. Cero/iHsA mepe;si pa3iyKou TOBOPUTh He XOTEJIOCh.
Jlesnna B3goxHy1a.

— {1 He BepHYCbh, — BAPYT NIPOU3HEC TapEHb.

— Thl... Tel He MOXKeTb... OTel He TTO3BOJIUT. ThI IPUHIL, TEOS KAYT TBOU 3€MJINU B IPOBUHIINHU, —
3aIMHASACH, HO YOEXKIEHHO ITPOTOBOPUJIA IEBYIIIKA.

— 3ewtd... Ha uto oHu MHe?... Byay myTeliecTBoBaThb... BeTymato B apmuio... ['71e-To Bcerza BoMHa...
[Ipuroxycs. 31ech 4 He Hy:KeH. MeHA HUKTO He »KJeT, — CKpbIBaA ropeyb.

— A kax xe a? Kak xe mbI?

— Ts1 koposieBa. JKena orna. Pogumis ceiHa ot Hero. Torga s BepHYCh, UTOO CIIYKUTD EMY...



— Her, He poxxy! — OHa YyTh He POTOBOPUJIACH, BOBPEMsI OIIOMHUBIINCH. — fl... Oy1y *K/1aTh TebOs
BCe PaBHO... Tbl MOU caMbIll Jiydmiuii Apyr!... Thl caMbIii JTydmiumii!..

— W Th1 camas syumnas... Hukorga Teds He 3a0yay... Hukorga He Oy/ieT y MEHS TaKOU... — TOBOPHIT
OH, TJISAZISI B CTOPOHY. PoO0OM Hatest e€ pyky u ckasi. OHa OITyCcTHIIa TOJI0OBY €My Ha IJIeUO.

N3zpanm Tubo mpITascs yraaaTh, KTO 3TO CUUT HA X0JIMe PAAOM ¢ 6patoM. OH TOJIBKO UTO IIpHEXal
13 CBOET0 KHSKECTBA ITOMPOIIATHCS ¢ yeskatomuM Pooou. Tubo He acTo BbI3bIBAJI OTELl, U OpaThs
JTaBHO He BUJIEUCH. M BOT Temeph OH rajiaj, Kak ke u3MeHUICA OpaT U YTo 32 JIeBYIIIKA TPYCTUT
BMECTE C HUM.

OnHOBpEMEHHO MTOBEPHYBIIIHCH JIPYT K APYTY B JKEJIAHUU UTO-TO CKa3aTh, MOJIO/IblEe HEIIOABUIKHO
3acThUIH, 1 POOOH OCTOPOIKHO ITOIIEI0BA JIeBYIIKY. OHa IIPUKPHLIA IJ1a3a U HEKOTOPOe BpeMs He
OTKpBIBasIa, OyATO OXKUAAS Uy/ia.

— MHe Bce paBHoO... fI 1100110 TEOS, — TBEP/IO IIPOUBHEC OH U TIOJTHSJICA.

— I mr006.110 TEDSI, — THUXUM 5XOM OTO3Bas1ach Jleia.

Jlep>kach 3a pyKH, OHU CIIyCTUJIUCh BHU3; 32 HUMHU HACMEILIUBO cyieAu1 Trubo, c HempUATHBIM
YAUBJIEHUEM yTa/iaB KopoJsieBy. OH B OUepeIHON pa3 PENIuI, YTO OTEI] CTUIITKOM MHOTO IT03BOJISIET
’keHe. U eIé 3aBUCTIMBO OTMETHWJI, YTO OHA 3/I0POBO MOB3pocsiesna. M moxoporiiena.

I'pycTHBIE OBLIN IPOBOARI, [lejlyia CKBO3b CJIe3bl CIeInIa, KaK XMypblid PoO60u mporasics ¢
MIPUIBOPHOI MOJIOJIEXKbI0, CBOMMHU APY3bsIMU. BOT ero oOHs1 OpaT, UTO-TO HACMEILITUBO
BBITOBAapUBAs, ITOXJIONAJI T10 IIleKe. BOT mapHs 00XBaTHII OTEIl, C YILIOKOW HETPOMKO YOEK/1as B
yeM-TO. JINIo MpUHIIA 03apuiia yabl0Ka, mepBas 3a mociaeiHue HU. OH KOPOTKO EPEKUHYJICS C
KOpoJieM Mapoi ¢pas, KUBHYJ Jlesie 1 BCKOYHJI B CeJI0. Y AEBYIIKU 3aIEMUIIO CEPALIE OT TOCKH U
TSI?KEJIBIX IIPEeUYBCTBUI: HEYKeJI HUKOT/1a Oostbiie? Hey:kTo, 3TO KOoHeIl? KoHb 1oz mpuHIEM
3araplieBajI Ha MecTe, IPUTAaHIOBbIBas. POOOM cuacT/imBO yabIOascs, BO Bee ri1asa isaasa Ha Jlesry.
Kapasibka/ia BCaJHUKOB BBICTPOMJIACH HA TBOPIIOBOH ILJIOIIA/IH JJIs Bble3za. Y BAPYT MPUHI] COpBaI
CKaKyHa C MeCTa, IToJTeTesI K KOPOJIIO C KOPOJIEBOH 1, CBECHBIIIMCH C CeJIJIa, ITPOIIIENTA) €A B caMoe
yXo:

— Ob6emai g0 0aThCA MEHS BO UTO OBI TO HU CTaJIO!

YauBneHHas U UCIyTaHHasA, JleJyia OTIIPsAHYJIa OT HETO, @ CMEIOIIUICS KOPOJIb IIOITBEP/IHIT:

— Omna poxzaercst! O6Gemaro!

Wx B3rJ1s161 HA CEKYH/Yy BCTPETUIINCH. Becesblii — ero u riauyuii — e€. 1 Jlessa mosepusa B
BO3MOXKHOE cuacTbe. [IpyHII MPHUIITOPHIT KOHSA U ITOCKaKaJl K BopoTaM. llermoyka BcaHUKOB
IIOTSIHyJ1ach 3a HUM. KopoJieBa THXO 3ariakasia U yIia B IIOKOM.

Hanexna

— Yepe3s roj1 OH IIpHeAeT Ha KAHUKYJIBL, U 1 pa3Beaych ¢ ToOoH. [ToxkeHIo Bac. Yezaere AajieKO, B €ro
3eMJIU Ha TPaHUILy, HapokaeTe MHe BHYKOB. byzere »xuth go1r0. Po66u npucsaruaer Tubo morowm,
Korza 1 yMpy, Oyziet emy onopoii. He nmokaeeis o TpoHe?

— Her! MHe He BepuTcs, 4TO BbI Tak peminyiv! Bel He rHeBaeTech HaA MeHA?

— Hert! — cmeercs koposib. — [[eJ1o M0s10/10€, 51 K BHIKY, UTO IIapEHb UCCTPAAAJICS BECH.

— S Bcerma Oyxy s1r06uTh Bac... MbI ¢ Po66u Bceryia OyieMm. ..

— 4 3Hato, BbI Mou sietu! Hy s1agiHO0, XBaTUT OJ1arogapuTh, — OTOMBAETCSA KOPOJIb OT MOIETyEB
Jlesibl.

Tuxo, cKkydHO cTaso Bo ABopiie. TosbKko Bce 6ostblie moHemui Tubo XoAuI 1o 3a1aM, HETPOMKO
001I1as1Cch ¢ MPUIBOPHBIMU U OCTOPOKHO MHTEPECYSCh HOBOCTAMHU. MOJIO/IyI0 KOPOJIEBY OH
IIPOBO’KAJI OTKPOBEHHO U3YYAIOIIUMHU B3TJIsIZIaMu, ToToMy [lejyta crapasiach u3beraTh OOIEeHUs ¢



HUM, HHTYUTUBHO YyBCTBYS HeNPUsA3Hb. [1apy pa3 oHa Buzesa ero ¢ Asei, MJIaJAIIIM OpaTomM
KOPOJIs, MIEMIyIUMUCS B yeAUHEHUH. /leBeph — OMacHbBIHN THUII, MacTep 3ar0BOpOB. KopoJib /iep:kut
€ro o0OJIM30CTH, HATEPIIEBIITUCHh HEMPUATHOCTEN OT TOTO B MOJI0/IocTU. CrieTich MayKu — JyMaeT
JIeBYIIIKA ¥ TOHUT IIPOYb TPEBOXKHBIE MbICIU. Hetb3s ObLI0 OTKa3aThCsA OT CEMEWHBIX Tpalles, Ha
KOTOPBIE OTeIl OXOTHO MPUTJIAIIaj CTAPIIEro ChIHA, 3aMeHUBIIIET0 Tenepb Po60u. Paubiie Jlemnna
sobusa paHHUe 3aBTPaKU, IOJHBIE OCTPOT U CMeXa, T7le OHa Kylajiach B 000KaHUU My»Ka U
nacblHKa. Teneps 2Ke eBYIIIKA ¢ TOCKOU e/iBa IPUCIYIINBAIACh K CKYIHBIM, ITIOJIHBIM He BCer/ia
MTOHSTHBIX HAMEKOB, Oece/laM KOpOJIsl M €0 CTapIIlero ChlHA, MPeObIBasi B MBIC/IAX T7e-TO JAJIEKO,
TaMm, ¢ Pooou.

— {1 em€ e ymep, Tub6o! Joxauce! Becemy cBoe Bpemsi! — pe3kue cjI0Ba KOPOJISl 3aCTaBUIIU €€
B3/I[DOTHYTH U BEPHYThCA U3 MUpa rpe3. HacieqHUK ¢ KpAaCHBIM JIUIIOM, IPOCTHO CXKUMAasi B pyKax
CTOJIOBBIE IPUOOPHI, TPOMKO IBIXTEJ, OILyCTUB IJIa3a B TapeJiKy. Pas/ipakeHHBIN KOPOJIb TAXKETIO
ZIBIIIIAJT, TIBITASICh PACCTETHYTh BOPOT py0Oaxu. JIOBKMMHU MajibliaMH JIeBYIIIKA 0cIabuiia NIHypPOBKY U
IIOIVIaIWJIa MYy?Ka IO IjIevy, ycrnokauBasd. OH ycTasio yabloHysics eil. Jlesisia BOIpOCUTEIbHO
B3IJISIHYJIA HAa CyIIpyra, HO OT OTBEPHYJICA OT HEE.

— U Bce ke, OTEIl, XOTEJI0Ch OBI SICHOCTH... ThI HEMOJIO/I, TBOS JKEHYIIIKA OECILIONHA, 5 KUBY TaK
JTaJIEKO, UTO, CJIYIUCH UTO C TOOOM... By/IeT ymmyIieHo MHOTO BpeMeHH, STUM MOTYT BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS
Bpary...

— /I moBTOpAI0, CBIH, BCEMY CBOE BpeMs U 3aBeljaHulo Toxe. He cniemn! — tepsas repnenue,
IIPOPBIYAJI KOPOJIb.

— Bcem Ob1710 OBI CTIOKOIIHEE, 00'BSIBU ThI HAC/IEAHUKA ceiiuac. MeHs, KOHEYHO! — aKKypaTHO
OTOABUHYB CTYJI ¥ TIOJTHABIIIVCH, A3BUTEJIbHO cKa3ay Tubo. — MoxkerT, 51 ObI U He ye3:Kal...

— Yxonu centuac xe! — kpuknysa [lesa. — Kak Tel cmeenin!..

VY3ke B IBEPAX HACTIEAHUK HACMEILINBO ITPOU3HEC:

— 3JTO0 BeAb ceMeiHoe Jesio, nana? 1 Heobxomumoe... Moe rmouyreHmne KOpoJeBe.

— IMoxwuBy emie! He cymrait ero, — yCIiokamuBaJl CyIIpyT TPEBOXKAIIYIOCA AEBYIIIKY. — MBI ¢ TOOOH
emé noxemcsa Poo6u. Ilorysisiem Ha Bamieli cBagb0e. A Tubo — ocest, TOporiuBblii oces. Kak u ero
MaTh...

Jlenna aBHO 3HAUIA, YTO MepBast KeHa diauaca, MmaTh Tubo, oTBpaTuia ot cebs BeCh IBOP CBOEH
B3/IOPHOCTHIO U BBICOKOMepHeM. Tora JaBHO KOPOJIb Pa30pPBaJjl 3TOT JUHACTHYECKUU Opak, 4To0
JKEHUTHCS HA IOHOU MPUIBOPHOMU JlamMe, B KOTOPYIO BIIOOHIICA. DTO YYyBCTBO OBLIIO B3AMMHBIM, €70
wiog, — Po66u. Math ke Tub0 mo-mpexHeMy >KUBET € CBIHOM B OT/IaJIEHHOM KHsIKecTBe. BoT B koro
y HacJIeTHUKA 3MENHbBIN XapaKTep. YCIIOKOEHHAs CYyIIPYTOM U MOJIHASA PAIy>KHBIX HA/IEXK], KOPOJIeBa
3aCHYJIa, MPUIKABIIHUCH IIEKOU K OOJIBIIION JIaZIOHU Jytraca. ATO ObLIa UX MOCTIEAHS HOUb...
YouiictBo
Ha rpynu Jlennnl OyzTo ObI JIEXKUT IJINTA, OHA CTAHOBUTCS BCE TsKeJlee, 3aTPy/IHAA JbIXaHUe.
Bokpyr ¢ yrpoOHBIME, OyIbKAIONIUMU 3BYKaMHU COTPSICAETCS MUP, IOTPYKEHHBIA BO ThMY. KTO-TO
TEMHBIA U CTPAIHBIN HAKJIOHSETCs HaJ Hel, HU3KO, elllé HUXKe, U, OJIYIIPpUAYIIeHHas:, OHA
IIPOCHITIAeTCS.

HenonsATHBIE TIyXHe 3ByKH C TPYAOM MPOOUPAIOTCA CKBO3b BA3KUU COH B IIPEAPACCBETHYIO MYTh.
[TombITKa BCTATh HE YZIAETCA: KTO-TO CUIUT, IPUIKABIINCH K €€ OOKY, 1 OBICTPO XBaTaeT e€ PyKOU 3a
11el0, BJJaBarBas B MOAymKy. OHa MbITAETCSA 3aKPUUATh U IIOBEPHYTH F'OJIOBY K JIEXKAIIEMY PAIOM
KOPOJII0, HO JIMTIKKE OOJIBIIINE PYKU 3a:KUMAIOT eif poT. E€ coTpsicaeT KpynHas IpoKb, IIOKa OHA,
HaKOHeIl, He JIOTaIbIBAeTCs, UTO TPsACeTCA TO JIM KPOBaTh, TO JIM BCA CHaIbHAA. PA0M mpoucXoansio



HEeUTO CTpAIIHOE, POKOBOE, Yero BU/IETh el He /1atoT. [loy3aayiiieHHas, oHa C/IBIIIUT, KaK
C/IaBJIEHHbIE XPUIIAIIHE 3BYKH IIOCTEIIEHHO 3aTUXAIOT, JIOJKE IepecTaeT BUOpUpoBaTh. CHIIbHbBIE
PYKH TSAHYT €€ BBEPX, K yXy NPUKUMaeTcs Yel-To, e/lBa BUAUMBIA BO ThMe, TOPAUYNN HIeNYyIun
pOT:

— Bce KoHUeHO, MO KopoJsieBa... OH ymep... Bo cHe... OH He MmyumJics... Bee caenano 6p1cTpo u
aKKypaTHo... Tsl 3Haems Byra? Moero ciayry?..

OrpoMHBIH IeTHHA OJTHUMAETCA ¢ KOPOJIA U OTKJIAJbIBAET B CTOPOHY HOAYIIKY. Jlesia y3HaeT
ByTa, mouTu sierenepara, rae-To nooopanHoro Tu6o 1 mo-3BepuHOMY IpeflaHHOTO eMy. ToT
OCKaJIMBaeT 0OJIbIIIE KPUBBIE 3yObl B MEP3KOU ycMellKe. J[eByIIKa ¢ y»KacoM IepeBOAUT B3IJIA Ha
Tesio My»ka. Cpeau pa30pOCAHHBIX MOJYTIIEK, HA CKOMKAHHOUM MPOCTHIHU €T0 TEJIO CTPAHHO
BBITSIHYTO, PYKH HOJHATHI, /]a TaK U 3aCTHUIN B IIBLULY CXBATKH, JIUIO CTPAIIIHO UCKPUBJIEHO. [leia
TSHET K MY?Ky PYKU U X0UeT KPUKHYTb, HO 3BYK 3aMUPAET B €€ OIlelIeHeBIIIEM T'OpJIe, a CJIe3bl
neJieHoH 3acTuiaoT riasa. [lotHble pyku TG0 0OHMMAIOT €€ U MOTJIa’KUBAIOT CIUHY:

— Hy, nosHo, nosHo... Bee yxke mpornwio... 2Kasb, 4To Tak Bee BBIILIO... ITO ObIBA€T — CMEPTh BO
cHe... HaBepHoe, cep/ilie 0cTaHOBHIIOCK... 3anoMHmIa? Cepane. Tak u ckakelb 3aBTpa, KOT/ia TeOs
CTaQHYT CIIPAIINBATh... A 51 yeXaJ BUuepa, Thl Be[b MIOMHUIIb. MeHs He ObLI0 371€Ch... TOJIBKO THI OZfHA
obL1a... [IpocHy1ach, a KOpob MepTB... Beas Tak, [lesna?

JleBy1Ika 3amMe[JIEHHO MOTA€eT TOJIOBOM, U T0JI0C, HAKOHEII, IIPOPhIBAETC:

— H-ner, H-He Tak! Tw1 youiina! Youiinsl! H-uenaBumxky te0s! Tebs kazuar! f cama kazHio Tebs!!!
Tubo AA0BUTO cMeeTcs, Kperrue 00XBaThIBaeT KOPOJIEBY, OTUETO 10 ero TesIy IIpoberaet yUBUBIIIAS
ero BOJIHA BO30Y»K/IeH! s, U BHOBD IIIeTYeT el B yX0, OpbI3ras B HETO CAIOHOM:

— Torza u Tl ymMepJia 3Tol HOUbM... C rops o Myxy... Hannpumep, 3akosioyiach Wiu repepesasa
BeHBbL... I 6pocuitach ¢ IBOPIIOBOM CTeHBI BHU3 U pa30miack... Kak Tel xouenp?..

ByT HeusleHOpa3/|eJIbHO MBIUUT U ITOKA3bIBAET HA JIBEPh. TrO0 MEP3KO 00IN3BIBAET €€ YXO, OTUETO Y
HEro MPUATHO IIEBEJIUTCS B IaXy, U MPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPUT €M B JIUIIO.

— Jla, s TOMHI0, HAJI0 UATH... 3aBTPA BO3BPAIAThCSA CIO/Ia CHOBA U UTPATh KOMEAUIO... Y HAC HE
OYeHb MHOTO BpeMeHH... Hy 4uTo 3K, mporraii, mos rirynas koposieBa! bosbie He cBuauMcs... Th
B0OD111e 60JIbIIIE HUKOTO He yBUAuIIb! MHe asb Tebs... Po00u, nypauok, 6yaeT cTpagars... By,
Jlali-Ka MHe BOH TO MOJIOTEHIe!

IIpuHI 1 Mep3KUil iereHepar 0 YeM-TO TUXO CTOBapUBAIOTCA, ByT HEeZJOBOJIbHO MBIUUT, U Yepe3
MTHOBEHbe CBA3aHHYIO JleslTy ¢ 3aMOTaHHOMU II0JIOTEHIIEM I'0JIOBOU 110 TAWHON BUHTOBOU JIECTHUIIE
MIPSIMO U3 CHaJIbHOUM MOBOJIOKJIM BHU3, B IBOPIIOBBIE MTO3eMesThsa. OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ 3a
CBsI3aHHBIE PYKH IO/IBECHJIN Ha KPIOK. [oJ10TeHIIe cCOpBaHO, OHA CO CTPaXOM OTJIsAZieIach. MpauHbIi
CBIPOH XOJIOHBIN Ka3eMar, ITyIKU CeHa Ha II0JTy, Yel-TO OOHAKEHHBIN TPYII B YIJIy; OHA
B3/IpOTHYJIA. BiIyZ;TUBO KpUBSA CITIOHABBIE TYObI, pE3KUM ABM:KeHNeM ByT pazopBasi Ha HEW COPOUKY
CBepXy JIOHU3Y U OTCTPAHWJICA, Pa3UHYB 3y0acTyio mactb. ByZTo oc/ienieHHbIN, OH TYIO MISAJINJICA Ha
He€. [ToTom 1m1aruys1 Buepef...

Cnenyrolyie HECKOJIBKO YacOB CJIWJINCH /1A JlesIbl B OZJUH CIUIOIIHOM KOIIMAap U He IPePhIBAeMBbIU
HU Ha CEKyH/ly KpUK. be3ymer ciepBa ocTOpOKHO, OyATO oacasach, IPUHSAJICA TPOraTh eé
obHaxkeHHOe TeJto. [Ipusist B cebst M BCIOMHUB, YTO OHA ITOJIHOCTHIO B €T0 BJIACTH, TOJICTHIMH
KPUBBIMU MATBIIAMHU CHJIBHO 323KaJl KOXKY Ha OOKY U, IPUCIYIIIABIINUCH K €€ OTIYaSHHOMY KPUKY,
vciunas Bee Teso. O6e3yMeB OT IOXOTH, OIIYIIAJ €€ ¢ TOJIOBHI 10 HOT U, BIEMUBIINUCH B TPYAH,
CXKHMMaJI UX, ITOKa JIEBYIIIKA He 3aBbljIa OT HEBBIHOCUMOM 601u. JI0BOSIBHO 3a0yJIbKaB KAKUM-TO
TOPJIOBBIM CMEXOM, IIPHUCOCAJICA K HUM, OYZTO 2KeJiasi BBIIEAUTH OTTYAAa MOJIOKO. [Ipmkumas K cebe,



ycIapana e CliuHy U CXBaTHJICSA 32 ATOAUIIBL. 3aKUHYB €€ 6e3BOJIbHBIE HOT'H ce0e Ha IMosIC, Haval
TOJIKAThCs B HEE BCEM TEJIOM, UMUTHUPYS COBOKyIUIeHHe. UeM rpoMue OHA KpUJasia, TeM Pa/IoCTHEE
OH XOXOTaJI, BXO/Is1 B HEHUCTOBCTBO. EIIIé HEMHOTO, ¥ OH Pa30PBET €€ WJIU 3a/yIINT, Ka3aJI0Ch
HCTSA3aEMOU JIEBYIIIKE.

Ona oHeMes1a OT y2Kaca, KOTZja OH IPHUCITYCTHUJI IITAHbBI ¥ BBIHYJI TEMHO-00p/10BbIH WwieH. Hegosro
Tep ero Najbl[aMU U HallpaBWJI, KPUBOU U OKaMeHeBIINH, ell Mexk Oeziep. Haiynas orBepceTue u
TOJIKHYJICA. [lesia 3akpyTriach Ha KPIOKe U 3aXpUIlesia, KpUuaTh OHA y:Ke He Moruia. besymernn
BHOBB TOJIKHYJICS. [1 BHOBB... HUKak He mOHMMas, B UeM 2Ke /1eJ10, ByT TKHYJ astbIieM Ty, KyJa He
IIPOXO/IUJI WiieH. [leBylKa IpOCTHO /ieprajiach Ha KpIOKe, IOUTH HUYEro He BU/ISA OIyXIIUMHU OT CJIe3
1azamMu. Kaskaplil TOJTUOK Masiblia B JIEBCTBEHHYIO IUIEBY OT/IABAJICA B IIaXy OCTPOU OOJIBIO.
HaxMypuBmInch, HAUOT OTCTYIINI; HEUTO BPO/Ie JIIOOOIBITCTBA OTPA3UIOCh HA €r0 OECCMBICJIEHHOM
sinrie. OH BIiepusIcs Ha CBOU Masiell, MAIIMHAIBHO CYHYJI €T0 B POT, ¥ TOXOT/IUBO YXMBLIbHYJICA.
UTo0-TO 0OyMBIBasi, OH IPUMEPUJICA, KaK JIydIlle 00e3BUKUTh OpBIKAIOIILyIocs KepTBy. OOXBaTUB
e€ 3a mosic, 6e3yMerr BTOJIKHYJI Hajiel] Mexk Oe/iep IEBYIIKY U MPUHSJICS HATUPATh CTBOPKU
BJIarajivina. /lejia OT4asHHO BCKPUKHYJIA U IEPHYJIach; ByT BOCTOP:KEHHO 3aphIUasl OT TAKOU
yIa4HOH «IIyTKU». C CUJION OH TOJIKAJI IaJiel] CKBO3b MHCTHHKTUBHO CXKUMaeMbIe JIeBYIIKOH bezpa,
IIOKa OHU He YBJIAKHIINCh. BpeMeHaMu 00 TM3bIBAII TTAJIEI] M BO3BPAIIIAJ €ro oOpaTHO. B maxy
JleJiipl Bce TOpesio OrHEM, HaTePThIe TYOKH 6osteniu u apokanu. CHIbl OCTaBUIN €€, U3MyUeHHasd,
OHa IepecTajia COMPOTUBIATHCA. VITUOT M37a1 TOP3KECTBYIOIIUH PEB, CHJIBHO C2KaJT € JIaZIOHBIO
I1axX, MPOCYHYB HNaJIbI[bI M€K BOCIIJIEHHBIX CKJIa/iouek. OILIyTUB N3HEMOKEHUE CBOEH KePTBbI, OH
IiepecTaJl e€ yZep>KUBaTh, yIOOHO 3aXBAaTHUJI CBOOOTHOUN PYKOUM OKPYIJIYIO TPYb U MOTSIHYJICS K €€
JIUIY MOKPBIM pToM. OHA MOYTH MTOTEPSJIA CO3HAHUE OT €T0 3JI0BOHUS, [I0KA OH MYCOJIUJI €€ TyOBbI.
Bpewms nia Jlesutsl octanoBuIoch. OHA YPOHUIIA TOJIOBY Ha TPY/b U IIEPECTAIA COTTPOTUBJIATHCS,
n30eras HalpacHBIX MyUYeHUH, IIOKA JieTeHepaT MacTypOUpOBaJI e€.

HacpITHBIIICH €€ PTOM U OCTaBUB MOJIBIXAOIIYIO TPOMEKHOCTD, OH IPUHSJICS 00JIN3BIBATH €€ BCIO.
OrmycTuBIIHCH K €€ HOTaM, 3aKHHYJI e€ Oepa cebe Ha IJIeYH U IMPHUIIaJl 3y0acThIM PTOM K MOKPOH
BaruHe. /leBymka 6eccHIbHO JIEpHYyJIach U 3allakajia, TUX0 BCXJINIbIBasA. ['osoca yxke He ObLIO.
BosibHO 3a11eNUB NaIbI[aMU ITyXJIble CKJIA/IKU, OAYPEBIINI OT MMOXOTU KPETHUH PACTSIHYJI UX,
0OHa)KMB TOHEHBKYIO IUIEHKY, IPUKPBIBABIILYIO OTBEpCTHE. BIUBIINCH MOKPBHIMH r'y0aMHU B
JIEBCTBEHHYIO IJIOTh, OH CJIJIKO 3aUMOKAJT U MIPUHSIICA BO30YKAATh ce0s PYKOM.

TsArocTHble OLIyIIeHUA U O0JIb OT €ro KeCTKUX NaJIblieB HAaKaThIBAIU Ha /leJlyTy BOJTHAMH,
BpeMeHaMH OTITycKasi, KOT/Ia UINOT IePEBOAII AbIXaHe. BHE3aImTHO OH BCKOYMJT ¥ 3aJTUJT JKUBOT
JIEBYIITKY CKJIM3KOM JKIKeH, MPUKaB K Hell n3Bepramomuiics wieH. OH Tpsices U MBIXTEN, 00XBaTUB
eé. Jlestie 3ax0TeyIOCh yMepeTh ceiuac »ke. 1 Tak ke CTPAaCTHO MeUTaJI0Ch OCTaThCA B KUBBIX U
MCTUTh, MCTUTh, MCTUTB!... Ha poxkaimmx Horax OH OTOIIIEs OT Heé U ITHYJI HOTOU TPy,
BJIIONIAMCA B YIJTy. « TPyII» OXHYJ U MTOIIEBETAIICS. ..
9T0 OBLIA IEBYIIIKA HE CTApIIEe KOPOJIEBBI, TEMHOBOJIOCAS, C PA3BUTHIMU (POPMaMHU U MBIIITHON
rpyzbio. E€ koka ObL1a rpsA3Ha, BOJIOCHI CIyTaHbL. ByT mpoTtamu e€ 3a pyKy IO ITOJIy U 6poCHI Ha
rpa3HbIN TIOPAK. OHa rpoMKO 3ariakasna. OTXJIecTaB e€ 1o IeKaM, KpETHH OIyCTUJICS Ha He€.
HapasmBuince, OH BOWICA B €€ POT U HaYaJl My9IUTb, KaK TOJIbKO uTO Jlesury. JleByiika
IIOCOIIPOTUBJISAJIACH, BU3TJIMBO OKPUYAJIa, HO OTIIOP €€ cy1abest; mocjie HECKOJIbKUX
YyBCTBUTEIBHBIX OIUJIEYX OHA 0€CCUJIPHO PACKUHYJIA PYKU. [lesta 3axkMypuia riasa...

Kazanoch, HOub He 3aKOHUUTCSA HUKOTIA. OOpeTs MpeKHIO cuily, be3ymer] 0e3 OCTaHOBKH,
IPUHYK/IaJI HECUACTHYIO »KEPTBY K Y?>KaCaIOIINM U3BpallleHUusAM. Boiiif B HencToBCTBO, ByT e1Ba 11t



He pa30pBaJI POT JEBYIIIKH, 3aTAJTKUBas Ty/1a KpUBOH wieH. OH pa30bu el ryObl, y/1apss o
coOCTBeHHBI Max sinnoM. OHA U3/IaBaIa HEYJIEHOPA3/IeIbHbIE 3BYKH IIMPOKO PACKPBITHIM PTOM U
MIO/IBBIBAJIA, KaK HETABHO KOPOJIeBa. BhIZIEpHYB 13 €€ pTa MOKPBIM TEMHBIH OpraH, UAUOT IIBBIPHYJI
HeCYacTHYIO Ha KOJIEHU U BOH3WJIcA B He€. Oprus nNpojoKaaach I0ro... VisMydyeHHas kepTBa
IIOKOPHO IT03BOJINJIA BTOJIKHYTD WiIEH B CBOU 33/, COOCTBEHHOPYYHO PACTSIHYB IIOJIOBUHKU SATO/IUIL,
U TIOCKYJIMBas, IpUHsAsa B cebs ceMs Oe3ymiia. [IoBepHYB K cebe U0 eBYIIKY, ByT 10Jr0 skeBas
e€ pa3burele ryobl. OTTOJIKHYJI €€, ¥ CMOPIIEHHBIH WIEH ¢ KaIUISIMU Ha KOHIE, yIIaJl Ha JJIMHHYIO
MOIIOHKY. ITo/1 akkOMIIaHEMEHT JIeBUYbUX IPUUUTAHUHN KPETUH ITOUecal IPUUUH/AIIbI U ITOBEJI IO
CTOPOHAM CKYyYaroIIuM B3IJIAZ0M. Jlesia 3amienTasaa MOJIUTBY. ..

JleByIIKka He 3aMeTHIa, KOT/ia psiioM ¢ Byrom BHOBB nosiBuiics Tubo; oHa He 3HaJIA, CKOJIBKO
MIPOIILIO BPEMEHU U HACTYIHJIO JIU TIOCJIeTHEE YTPO €€ KU3HU. I1bITasich BCMaTPUBAThCA U
BCJIYIINBATHCA B pa3TOBOP I'OCIO/INMHA U CJIYTH, OHA HAIIPATJIa Bee ocTaBinecs cuibl. He obpamas
Ha He€ BHUMAaHUs, IPUHI] pa3MbIILIAT 0 cyAb0e Poo6u. Ciryra Tymo ciyIiait.

— ... HAKOHeIl TOKOHYHUTH O IieHKoM! BecTu noxoasaT 6bICTPO, Uepes3 mapy MecsAIeB OH MOKET ObITh
3aech. Cobeper BOKPYT ce0s1 HeJIOBOJIBHBIX, 3aTeeT cMyTy. HauneT paccrpamuBaTh npo Heé. Emé
IIPOHIOXaeT 4yero 10bporo... Het, He Hy:kHO eMy nipues:kaTh! CoBcEM He HYXKHO...

Bunenune Po60u, jiexkariero psAajoM ¢ Hell B KaHaBe C lepepe3aHHbIM TOPJIOM WJIN ITOBEIIEHHOTO B
Jiecy 1O I0poTre Ha POJUHY, BO3BPATUJIO €l cr1ocOOHOCTh MBICIUTD. C TPY/IOM IPOIUPAsACh CKBO3b
neJieHy CTpaxa, KOpoJieBa 3allleliTajila, CpbIBas roJioc:

— fI Bce ckaxy, Kak ThI Xouellb... Bee caenaro...

Tr6o0 3anMHTEepeCOBAHHO B3IJIAHYJI Ha XPUIIAIIYIO JeBYIIKy. FI3MouasieHHas 0 HEBO3MOXKHOCTH,
OHa Bce ke ObLJI0 OUeHb XOPOIIIa.

— 2KuTth Xxouens? — yXMbUIbHYJICSA OH. — Ha 4TO THI rOTOBA pajiyl KU3HU?

— Bce, — Ts:xesto npomienTasna oHa. — YTo yrosiHo...

Eit xazajiock, UTO OHA 5TO TOBOPUT IIPOTUB BOJIH, UTO KTO-TO BRIXKMMAET 3THU MOCTHITHBIE CJIOBA U3
Heé, UTO Ha caMOM JieJie OHa XOTeJla cKas3aTh JIpyroe, HeuTo O6oJjiee JOCTOMHOe KOPOJIEBBI, YbETO
My>Ka yOUJIU Ha e€ Iy1a3ax, a OHa He 3allUTHJIa TOTO, KTO ObLI Tak I00p K Hell. Ho oHa roBopmia 3To0,
1 yOUiiIa JOBOJIBHO LIyPUJICA B OTBeT. ByT, OyATO MPOCHYBIINUCH, M€e/IJIEHHO TOBEPHYJI K Hel
TOJIOBY, COOOpakasi, 1 BCIIOMHUB, 3a0yJIbKAJI YTO-TO X03AMHY. He cBOziA ¢ He€ 1J1a3, TOT BBIC/TyIIIAI.
MenyieHHO 006011I€T BOKPYT BUCSIIEN, IIOTPOTAJI CBEXKUE [[APANIMHBI HA €€ CIIUHE, OTYErO 110 €r0 TeTy
CHOBa Mpo0erkasia IpUATHAs JIPOXKb, U BCTAJI IIepe/] Hell, MoKaYnBasAch Ha KabJryKax.

— Te1 neBcTBeHHUMNA. [Touemy? — nocirymasn TuuHy. — Eciv ThI HaMepeHa MOJTYaTh...

Hexorts, ona o0bsAcHWIa. C BUIMMBIM PaBHOAYIINEM OH BhIc/IyIai. Ha camom nesne Trubo
TOPKECTBOBAJI: OH U He MeUTaJ, UTO BCe CJIOXKUTCA JlaXke JIydllle, yeM IIpeziosarai. OTa IoHasd
KpacaBuIla caMa JilaBajia eMy B pyKHU Bce K0o3bIpU. Teneps OyzeT Ipolile, HAMHOTO IIPOIIIE cZlesIaTh e€
nocyIyrHou. Ho Hy»>KHO CIIemuTb...

IToka e€ Tamuiiu 1o JecTHUIlE BBEPX, B KOPOJIEBCKYIO CHAJIbHYI0, OHA 0€30CTAHOBOYHO IIeNTasa o
ZIeBYIIIKe, OCTaBIIIEeNcs B IT0I3eMebe. B e€ packasbIBaoIeiics rojgoBe 611ach MBICIb O T€X, KOTO
OHa eIll€ MOXKET CIIacTU. Jyiraca — He CMOIJIa, ero He BepHyTh. Ho 3a PoO6u oHa Oyzet 6uThes, ero
He otaact um!... I Ty HecuacTHy10 ocBoO0UT!... TosbKO IIpe/ICTaBUTh: HA € MecTe J0JKHA ObLIa
OBITH OHa, /les1a, U TOJIBKO HeOObsACHUMAs y/laua cliacja e€ OT U3BPaIleHHOI0 HaCUJIUS.

IIpenmarenscTBO

Kaxk HexxuBas1, HeecTeCTBEHHO BBITIPSMUBIINCH, CH/IeIa YMBITAsA U 0/leTas KOpoJieBa Ha Kpaellke
CYIIPY>KECKOT'0 JI03Ka, CcTapasch HE CMOTPeTh Ha My»ka. [TocTesnb 6bl1a pacnpaBieHa, TeJIo JieKaio



POBHO CO CJIOKEHHBIMHU Ha TPyAU pPyKamMu. By/iTo nsmaieka 10 He€ JOHOCUINCh MHCTPYKITUH
IIPUHIIA, CTOSAIIETO ITepe Her... I MHOTOKPaTHO IMMOBTOPSEMOE ... €CJIU ThI OIITHOEIIHCA XOTSI ObI
pas...», «... COBETYIO He OIIHOUTHCA, YTOOBL... «. OH MOAHS €€ MOA00POAOK U MPUOITN3UIT
03a004YeHHOE JTUII0 ¢ HeMbIM BomrpocoM. OHa ycTasio mpoIienTaia:

— Ha... I damomHmMIA.

JlayibHeTIIIee TPOMCXO/IIIIO KaK BO cHe: Jlesia, Kak poboT, oTBeuasia MpUBOPHBIM, IO3BAHHBIM
€10, YTO He CMOIJIa pa30yIuTh KOPOJIA U HCIyTajiach; UTO IMocjiaia roHma 3a Tubo, He yCIIeBIITUM
nmobpaTtecs 10 ;oMa. CMOTpesia, Kak HaJl TeJIOM CKJIOHUJICS Bpad, ¥ OJKUJaia pa3o0sadeHusi, HO TOT
JIMIIIh KOHCTaTUPOBAJI CMEPTH OT OCTAHOBKU cep/ina... Habsrogasia 3a IyMHO IPUOBIBIIINM,
Oe3yTelrHbIM IPUHIIEM, ITBITABIIUMCS BBIZJABUTH U3 ce0s c1e3y y TeJia OTIa... [IpuHuMaia
OeckoHEUYHBIE CO00Ie3HOBaHUS... Tepmesia pojicTBeHHbIe 00bATHS TH0O0, IITenTaBIIero, YTo OHa
MoJ1otetl... C Topeubio Buzesia pabosieliie 3HaTH Tepe] HACJIETHUKOM U €r0 CTaBIIHAE
I[APCTBEHHBIMH MaHEPHL... YK€ He YIUBJIS/Iach TePIory OMIJII0, OpaTy MOKOMHOTOo dinaca, He
OTXOJIMBIIIEMY HU HAa IIIaT OT IUIEMsIHHUKA U pacropsokapiiemMycs... EaBa qoxaanack, oka eé
OCTaBSAT OJHY...

IToxopoHBI OHA IIOMHHMJIA IIOXO0, TOJIBKO TO, UTO THOO Bce BpeMs ObLI PSAAOM... Ero sxeHa He
npuexasa, 6osieer... Po6Ou He cCOOOIMIN — HACAEHUK 3aIIPETHUIL. ..

['eprior 9Mus HEpBHO OapabaHWUII HaTBIIAMH 10 MO/JIOKOTHUKY, Tr00 6e3 nHTepeca paccMaTpUBAIT
IIOPTPET OTIIa B Tajiepee TPOHHOTO 3aJIa.

— 3HAYUT, 3aBTPA OHA IOJKHA BBHICTYIUTH B COBETE U ITPOCUTH TEDS KEHUTHCA Ha Hell. OHA He
noABeneT?

— Her, He momkHa. OHA 1OCTATOYHO 3allyraHa M JIOCTaTOYHO pa3yMHa. bouTes 3a MaJIbuHIIIKY.

— CMotpu, oceuku ObITh He Ao/KHO! U uT00 e€ mamara Hu o yeM He y3Hau1! Ecyin oHa BepHeTcst
JIOMOM, WJIH €CJTH OH ITOTpedyeT e€ 00paTHO — 3HAYUT, OIISITh BOMHA. MOTyT HAUTHUCH TE, KTO
coo0muT emMy... HUKTO He J0/IKeH YCOMHUTBCS B €€ JOOPOBOJILHOM PellleHU . B mpoTuBHOM
CIIyJae...

— IToka oHa MOJTHOCTHIO 1O/T MOMM KOHTpPoJsieM. HUKy/1a He BBIXOIUT, 3a Hel ciiefaT. Bee Oyzer kak
HY>KHO!

Jlexkamas Jlesia cyieiuT B3IUIAIOM 3a JIMHOM, ¢ JIIOOOIBITCTBOM IIEpEeOUpATOIEN €€ TIaThs.
KopoJsieBa Tak 1 He OTOIILJIA ITOJTHOCTHIO OT TOM CTPAITHOW HOYH U ITOYTH BCe BpeMms Jieskasa. JInHa
JKe HelpaBaono00HO OBICTPO OIPaBUJIACH ITOCJIE TOTO HOYHOTO HACHJINUSA U COBCEM HE BCIIOMHHAJIA
o HeM. Torya, yepes nmapy JHeH Mocjie Houu youicTsa, Trbo mpuBest K Hel JIMHY, HCITyTaHHYIO U
3a0uTy10. 3a HEJIEeJTIO AEBYIIIKA OTTasijIa Yo 1 paciBesia. OHa HEOXOTHO paccKa3bIBajia O
o/i3eMeJibe, I0UeMy TaM OKazasack. [1o e€ ctoBaM, e€ MOXUTUII HA YJIUIE «TOT CTPALITHBIN
YyeJIoBeK», ByT, /I0JIr0 My4YuJI B IIO/IBAJIE, U «TOJIBKO Ballle I00poe BEJTUYECTBO OCBOOOIUIIO MEHSI».
Ona cMelHasi, [yMaeT KOPOJIeBa, U TaK MpeZaHHa. ToJbKO ITOKa HEJIOBKO UCIIOJTHAET 003aHHOCTU
CJIy?KaHKH, HO CTapaeTcs. 3aT0, OKa3bIBAETCA, JIIOOUT HAPSXKAThCA U MPUXopamuBaThes. [Tocie
MPUHATHIX B IOIAPOK HECKOJIBKUX IIAThEB KOPOJIEBBI, HAMEKAET Ha CJIEIYIOIIUE, IIPOCTO/TYIITHO
WHTEPECYysCh, KOT/Ia JKe... 3aTO el HET PaBHBIX B OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTH BCEMH HOBOCTSIMU. «/Jla 4TO 3K
TYT CJIOXKHOTO, MOsI 10Opas rocIozka, s 3K He riyxas. TyT Imociymat, TaM TOATJISXKY... YIbIOHYCH,
IIOIMUTHY, CO MHOU U IEJIATCS», — JIOBEPUYMUBO IIPOCBeIiaeT oHa JleJity, BO UTO HETPYAHO ITIOBEPUTH
— JIeByIIIKa IIpUBJIEKaeT B3TJIAbI. My»ckre. Koryia oHa IIpOXOIUT MO0 3aj1aM IBOPIIA, BBIJEIbIBAS
6or 3HaeT 4TO GeApaMu U APCTBEHHO HeCs MBIIIHBIN O010CT, HU OAVH MPUABOPHBIH, CTPAXKHIUK,
ciayra He yerout. OHa caMa KOMHUYHO paccKasbIBaeT 00 3TOM IedYasibHON KOPOJIEBE, IIBITAsICh



pasBecesuTh Ty. Hacsymasimiucs ciieteH, Jlesia 1axe nopy4dusia el y3HaTh, YTO TOBOPSAT BO
JIBOpIIE PO MJIaAIIero mpuHIa. JInaa 6p1cTpo mpuHecsa BecTu: Po66U moka He OCBeZOMJIEH O
CMEPTH OTIIA, 3aTO BCET/la HATrOTOBE CTPAITHBIN ByT 1 mapouka HempuMeTHBIX cJIyT. [1o mepBoMy ke
IIpUKa3y HOBOT'O KOPOJIA OHU COPBYTCA TYZQ, I/ie IPUHIL... HO HOBBIN KOPOJIb, KOHEYHO K€, He XOUeT
371a 6pary... U ero a4 He keaeT... Paay KoposieBsl, IPUHILy HUUEro He TPO3UT... M Tak jiaiee B
TOM 3Ke JiyXe. /[ BHyKeHHeM TOJIOBBI Borenmui Trubo orocsan JIMHy; mokaB ryOKH, Ta BBIIILIA,
IIPOBOKaeMasi ero HaCMeIUINBBIM B3TJIsAZIoM. OH OecliepeMOHHO cesl Ha KpoBaTh. «Kak Torga», —
BCIIOMHIJIOCH JleJsiie, OHa OTOJBUHYJIACH.

— OcBauBaeTcsa? — KHBOK BCJIe] cykaHke. — Kak gyBcTByeIb ce6s1?

— He ouens. UTo THI peliuia HacueT Moel pochkObI? Korga st Mory yexaTh K OTITy?

— Huxkorpga. Te1 ocraenibesa! 3aBTpa Ha 3aceganuu 'oCy1apCTBEHHOTO COBETA ThI pACCKAMKEIID IIPO
daspmmBbHIF Opak ¢ OTIOM U IOIIPOCHIIb MEHS XKEHUTHCS Ha Tebe.

[ToTpscennas Jlenna goaro moaut. OHa OTUEr0-TO AOTAJ[BIBAETCSA, YTO BCe €€ IPOChObI OyAyT
OecIioJIe3HbI.

— A TBo keHa? Korzia ThI yciies1 pa3BecTuch?

— K coxkasieHuro, s OBJIOBEJI HETaBHO, — CKYYHBIM T'OJIOCOM 0€30 BCSIKOTO COKAJIEHHUS.

Jesia ¢ y>kacoM MOJIHAJIA Ha HEero IJ1a3a: elle oAHa CMePTh... Tak cKopo...

— Youmnmnal..

— Omna 6osena... Ecoiu B3ayMaens 0TKa3aTh, Thl He Hy>KHA MHe KUBOU. A BOliHA n3-3a Tebs He
Hy>KHa BOOOIIle HUKOMY, B TOM YHCJIE 1 TBOEU CTPAHE.

Jlesuta mosiro pa3MbInuIseT U pertaercs. CIpocuB, MOKET JI OHa OBITH C HUM OTKPOBEHHOM, H,
IIOJIyYUB B OTBET KMBOK, OHA HEXOTSI BCE K€ PACCKA3bIBAET O CBOEH J1I06BU K Po66m, 06 oberannu
duaca MOKEHUTH UX, O TOM, UTO OHU COOMPATMCh MUPHO KHUTh IaJIeKO OT JIBOPA, PUCATHYTH Ha
BEPHOCTh HOBOMY KOPOJTIO M He ObITh IpensAaTcTBrueM. OH XJIaTHOKPOBHO BBICJIYIITUBAET U CMEETCA:
— CoBeTy10o HUKOMY He paccKas3bIBaTh 3TH CKa3ku. HeybenuTeabpHO.

— IToBeps mHE, THOO!

— 3JTO THI IOBEPH MHE, TJIynas IeBYOHKA, UTO OpaTIiy OyAET Jiydlile TaMm, I7ie OH cefuac, U MoAaJIbIile
ot Tebs!

JleByIlIKa He BBITUPAET KPYITHBIX CJIE3.

— Kax xe s 6yy kutTh? 3auem?

— O6emaro, ThI Oy/IelIb cyacTaInBa co MHOU. Byenis mocymnrHa — Po60M IPOKUBET JTOJITO.

— A ecsiu 1 OTKaXKyCh?..

— Cranemrb mogcTHIKON ByTa a1 Havasa. Jlymaenrs, Po66u mpumet Tebs mocie Hero?

— 3aueM ThI 3TO Jiesiaentb, Tubo? Beab THI y2ke KOpoJib, yero Tebe He xBaTaeT!?

On HarmbaeTcs K HeH, OITyIIasi HesKHbIM apoMaT e€ JIbIXaH!s, 1 BHOBb B HEM POXK/IA€eTCs JKeJIaHHeE.
HoBoucneueHHBIN KOPOJIb IeJIyeT e€, He o0paliiasd BHUMaHUA Ha ObIOIUeE 10 er0 CIIHE c1a0ble
KyJIQuKH.

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa! Byzib roTOBa! — OTOpPBaBIIMCH OT HEE U BCTaBasA B 3aMeYaTeJIbHOM HaCTPOEHUH.
— Yro ke 310 OyzieT, Mos IoOpast KOpPoJieBa, 4To ke OyaeT!? — npuuyurtaeT JInHa, Kak Bcerga
IIO/ICITyIIIaBINasl pa3roBop. — bemHas, 6eaHas, Mos rocnoxka! beaupiit mpuHn Po66ou! Takoi
kpacaBuuk! Tak »kasb ero!

— 3amosrun! — mnaver Jleswta. — Uro ke genats? Uto, JInHa? MoxkeT, OeKaTh?

— Kyna 6esxatb, Most koposieBa? CiayibHas IM0JT OXpaHOU, JIECTHUIIA B IOJIBaJI 3anepra! 3a HaMu
cnensar. bexubii, 6exHbiid, npuHIl! Kak sxanb!



Jlesiyie HEBBIHOCUMO CJIBIIIATh 3T CTOHBI, CIyKAIlIre e€ IPAMbIM 00BuHeHreM. OHa MbITaeTCs
paccy»kJaTh 3/paBo, Ilepebupas BapuaHThI H30aBIeHUs OT HEHABUCTHOTO Opaka ¢ yOUHIIen.
[IpITaeTcss TOBOPUTH CO CITY?KaHKOH, ITpeJiyiarasi HAUTH XOTh KaKOU-TO BBIX0/. Ho Ta TBepAuUT, 4TO
II0CJIe HACWJTHS B TIOI3€MeJTbe OOUTCS BCETO M BCEX; OHA BUAUT ByTa KaXKbli JIeHb U OOJIbIIIE HE
XOYeT MOTACTh EMY B PyKH. A €CJI OHU ITOMBITAIOTCA 0€3kaTh, TO UMEHHO K HeMy 00€e 1 monajyT. Ata
TPYCOCTh KaK-TO He BSIIKETCS C €€ O0MKOCTHIO U KU3HEPAJIOCTHOCTHIO, HO Jlejlyia moHuMaeT, 9YTo
371eCh OHA OCTaJIach O/THA.

EnBa oco3HaBas peasibHOCTh, Ha3aBTpa Jlesia CUIUT HAIIPOTHUB HOBOTO KOPOJIA, B KOHIIE JIVTMHHOTO
croJia, Ha 3aceianuu KoposteBckoro CoBeta. ITpuiBopHBIE C JTIOOOIBITCTBOM CJIYIIIAIOT
3aTSHYBIIIeeCs] MOJTYaHHE cpasy Mocie 00bABIEHHOTO TePIOrOM DMUJIEM CJIOBA BJIOBCTBYIOIIEH
KopoJieBbl. CKphIBasi HAKaThIBAIOIIEe pa3apaskeHue, Tubo yiep:KuBaeT MIUJIOCTHBOE BhIpasKeHHE
JIATA.

— UTak, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO, O YEM K€ BBI JKeJ1ayiu IpocuTh Ero BesimuecTBo KOposisi? — HAKOHeEII,
IIpepPhIBAET THUIITUHY KOPOJIEBCKUH JISI/sA.

HenaBups camy cebs, [lesia, 3amnHAasCh, IPOU3HOCHUT OTPEINIETHPOBAHHBIN HAKaHYHE TEKCT:

— ... IpU3HAaI0 OpaK ¢ KOposieM DJIUACOM HeIEHCTBUTEIBHBIM. .. II0 (PAKTy CYyIPYKECKHUX OTHOIIIEHUH
He OBLIIO... IT0/T JaBJIEHUEM BCTYIIUJIA B IIPECTYITHBIA CTOBOP C YMEPIIIHUM KOPOJIEM... KOpoyb Tubo
OBLT Tak 100p, YTO MPOCTHJT MEHS... ICKPEHHE ITOJIF00MIIA €T0... })KEHUThCS Ha MHE, eCJTH Ha TO Oy/ieT
BoJis1 Ero BestmuecTBa... He pa30uBaTh MHE CEPAIIE... — €U KaXKeTCs, YTO KaKA0H (hpas3oit oHa
IIpeZIa€T BEpPOJIOMHO yOUTOrO My»Ka... 1 moka uTo HaxozsAIerocs B 6ezonacHoctu Po6ou...

Cne3pl O0JTBIIIE HE JIBIOTCS U3 €€ BOCIIAJIEHHBIX CYXUX IJIa3, BEPHO, BRITEKJIU BCE, /1a 1 Trbo
3aMpeTuJI IJIaKaTh, [IOKA OHA He 3aKOHYUT obpartreHue. [1o 3HaKy repiiora e€ OTBOJAAT B COCE/THUE
IIOKOW, T/ie IPUBOPHBIN Bpau yZ0CTOBEPSETCS B €€ HEBUHHOCTH. I10J103KUTEIFHOE PEllleHUe
MrHOBeHHO TpUHATO KoposieBckum CoBETOM, OHO BCEX YCTPAMBAET: 3aJI03KHUIA MHPa OCTAeTCs B
CTpaHe, KaK U MOCJIeHIE HECKOJIBKO JIEeT; el BeJIEHO HallKiCcaTh IUChMO BEHIIEHOCHOMY OTILY B
KauecTBe HeBeCThl HOBOTO KOpoJis. ITocieayromniue nmuchbMa OyIyT y»Ke COBMECTHBIMU, OT
KOPOJIEBCKOU UeThl. COBET TPOHYT €€ NCKPEHHUMHU YyBCTBAaMHU K HOBOMY KOPOJIIO... Ei JkearoT
CUaCThs B HOBOM CKOpPOM Opake...

Ceprior OMUIIb AUKTYET KOPOJIEBCKOU HEBECTE TEKCT MIChMA OTILY, TOBTOPSIONIUH €€ oOpaleHne K
Coserty. [103BoJIsIET BCTABUTH HEKOTOPBIE POJCTBEHHBIE MEJIOYH, IPUTUPYUBO MPOYUTHIBAET.

— Bac He yuBJIs€T CKOPOIIOCTHKHASL KOHYMHA BaIllero 6parta, KopoJis dyraca? — 6e30 BCAKOU
Ha/IeK/1bl HHTepecyeTcs Jlesna.

— IToKOHHOTO KOPOJIs, — MAIlTMHAJIHLHO ITONIPABJISET €r0 MJIAIINI OpaT, He OTPhIBAasICh OT OyMard.
— Her. OH 6511 B rosiax... Bac uto-To cmytiaer, qoporas HEBeCTKA?

— a, mHOTO uTO! — OT 6e3Haie’KHOCTH [[eJi1a TTOBBIIIIAeT roJI0C, BCTpedast
VAVBJIEHHO-PABHOIYIITHBIN B3TJIS/ IeBePsi. — BbI Belb Bce 3Haere... Ml momoraere emy!

— Munas Jlesia, Thl BOJTHYEIIBCS IIepeJ CKOPOH cBazb0o... /la elé He OTOoIILIa OT BJIoBCTBa. f
IIOHUMAIO0 B COUYBCTBYIO Tebe. K ToMy ke 3TH HeZlaBHO OTKPBIBIIHECS, TOCTBITHbIE 00CTOSTETHCTBA
TBOEro HE3aKOHHOTO Opaka...

— A kax xe Po60wu, Bamr ruieMaHHUK? OH Tak U He y3HAET, UTO ero otell ymep? He mpuener Ha
CBaILOY?... — MMOTEPSAB HAMIEXK/TY, OTPEIIEHHO IIepeOnBaeT JeBYIIKa.

— Cyapboit Po60u 3aitmeTcst ero 6paT — KOpPoJIb! — OTYeKaHUBAET repIioT, BBIXOAA ¢ TUCHMOM. —
CoBeTyto 3a0BITh Ballly IIPeIOCYAUTENIbHYIO IeTCKYI0 APYKOY! V1 roToBUTBHCA K cBazibOe!

Bomenmras mocse Hero JInHa BOCXUINEHHO MSUTUTCSA HA HOBBIE POCKOIITHBIE HAPSI/bI, pa3BellleHHbIE



Ha MaHeKeHaX. VX nmpucsai koposb. OHa ¢ HEYIOBOJILCTBUEM MEJIbKOM OTJISIZIBIBAETCS HA
IJTAYYIIYI0 KOPOJIEBY M BO3BPAIIAETCS K CUSIOIINM TKaHIM.

[lepBas OpauyHas HOYb

Housbio /lena He cnasia. OHa Ternepsb BOOOIIE IIJI0X0 MPOBOIMIIA HOUH, TOMSCH MEXKIY APEMOU U
kommMapamu. OHa ycsbliana rojoca y ABEpH, Ta CKPUITHYJIa, HeTPOMKUeE IIary MpubIN3UInCh,
IIOCTEJIh ITPOTHYJIACH OT TSKECTH TeJsa, e€ 00/1a10 KHUCIBIM BUHHBIM AyXoM... ['osioc Tubo TBepan,
YTO OH IPUIIeJI K CBOeH JKeHe, UTO COCKYUMJICA U XOUeT e€, Tpe00BaI OOHATD U ObITh ITOC/TYIITHOU. ..
JleBy1Ika BeIpBasiach U mobeskasia K JJBepH, IPU3bIBas CTpaxy, JIuny... TemHas ¢urypa y asepu
CXBaTHUJIA €€, 10 3HAKOMOMY 3JI0BOHUIO OHA JIOTa/iajiach, KTO 3TO... Pbizasi, oHa 6oposiack, Byt
3JIOOHO peBeJI, OIlapallaHHbIN U OTJIYIIeHHbIH e1o. [TojickounBimii TrOO0 cXBaTHII €€ 3a PYKH,
BJIBOEM OHHM 3a’KaJId €€ Mexk1y co0oi. IIprmkaTasi CHUHOM K JiereHepaTy U ciaBJeHHas ero JialraMH,
ZIeBYIIIKa OpBIKAIACH JI0 TIOCJIE/THETO, TIOKA KOPOJIb IIOJIXBATHIBAJI €€ M0/JT KOJIEH! U YCTPauBaJICS
MEK/Iy €€ HOT.
3aapaB el COPOUYKY U IIPUCITYCTUB CBOU INTaHbI, THOO, YTO-TO 6OPMOUYA HACUET «BCE PABHO 3TO
CJIYYUTCS... MOS JKEHA... HET CMBICJ/IA JKAATh... XOUy TeOs...», aKKypaTHO HAaIIPaBUJI CBOU TBEPbIN
KOJI B BaTWHY 00€3/IBMKEHHOU, TTavyIei /eIl U, OIHAB TOJIOBY, CUJIbHO TOJIKHYJICS.

Kpuua ot 60711, eByIIIKa U HE IMOHSJIA, IIOCJIe KAKOTO 10 CUETY TOJTYKA HACHILHUK IIPHKAJICS K €€
naxy. [lobe/THO yIBIOHYBIITHChH, OH CJIETKA OTCTPAHUJICS U CTAIIIJI C HEE Yepe3 TOJIOBY COPOUKY.
Mpruaiuii 3a ciiHou y Jlesutbl ByT ToTUac Ke CllenuyI PYKH Y HeE€ Ha TPy, BbI3BaB Y HEE Mep3Kue
omryieHus u BocnoMmuHauusA. Co cioBaMu «0eZHbIN ByT ToXKe 3aciry:Kuj1 HeOOIbIIIOe
BO3HarpakJieHue, mpaszia?» Trubo cMayHO IIOIIESI0BAJ €€ COJIEHBIE OT CJIe3 TYObI ¥ ITOTPY3UJICSA B HEE
10 yriopa. OHa Tepresia Tymyto 60J1b; Mbryamuil c3aau By 061u3bIBasI €€ I1er0 U Tepes O eé
SITOJTUITHI PACIIYXIIIUM ITaxXoM. 3acMesiBIuiicsa Tubo mpruocTaHOBUIICS H, CKa3aB, UTO JIajIbIIle
CIIpPaBUTCA OJVH, BeJsiesl ToMy youpaThbes. IAHOT 4To-To pa3oyapoBaHHO OyOHMII y HEE 32 YXOM U
HEeXOTsI paclenuI pyku. KopoJsib moaxBaTHII €€ 3a CIIUHY U, OTJISA/IEBIINCH, TIOHEC K HEBBICOKOMY
KOMO/Ty. YCaJIiB €€ Ha Kpai, OH I'PO3HO B3IJIAHYJI MHYyII[eTrocs Ha ITopore ByTa u, mociymias cKpui
3aKphIBalOIIelicsa ABepH, TOy/I00Hee 00XBATUII €€ KOJIEHU.

CoBepIiieHHO He Kajiest TOJbKO UTO JIMIIUBIIYIOCS HEBUHHOCTH, THOO0 A0JIT0 /107161 €€,
YAOBJIETBOPEHHO MIPUCIYIIIUBASACH K 3BYYHOMY XJIIONIAHbIO BHU3Y. E€ y2Ke cTaBIllee MOCIyIITHBIM TEJIO
MAaHWJIO €ro K ce0e HUUYTh He MeHbIIle OYHTYIOIEr0. BhIIIeCHyBIITUCH B HEE, OH TYT 3Ke 3axpariest
psaom. OHa ke He COMKHYJIa TJ1a3 OT rops. Bce Ob1J1I0 KOHYEHO C HEl, CO BCEMU HA/IEKJaMH Ha
cuacThe. «J10 HaBcerza?! Hascerya! Hascerjia... « — Tep3ajia €€ HEBBIHOCHMAasi MBICITb.

YTpoM OH BHOBB B35 €€, He CIABIIIYI0, C KODUYHEBBIMH 3aCOXIIINMHY MATHAMU Ha JIsKKax. Jlaxe
IIOHMMasl, YTO COIIPOTUBJIEHHE Oecroe3HO U OeCCMBICIEHHO, /leslyta Bce paBHO OTOMBasIach U
Ijapanasack, OyATO He XKeJjias IOBEPUTH B 0UeBUIHOE. V1 OH BHOBB yI0CTOBEPUJICH, UYTO OBIOIIAsIC
IO/l HUM, OHA IIPUTATUBAET ero O0JIbIlle MIOKOPHOM. V1 HaMHOTO CUJIbHee, YeM Bce OCTaIbHbIe
skeHITUHBI. OH HaIEeJ CBOIO KOPOJIEBY, OTHSAB €€ y OTIla U OpaTa, y/IOBJIETBOPEHHO JyMaJl OH,
HATIOJIHAA €€ JIOHO AA0BUTOM Biiaro. OcTaBUB €€ Ha CKOMKAHHOM ITOCTEJIH, OH YIIIes, YIBOUB
OXpaHy y CIAJIbHON U ITepeOPOCUBIIIHCH CJIOBOM ¢ Bedzecylei JInHoi. Ta moB3/ipIxaia Hajl
obeccrIeHHOU KOPOJIEBOH, CKPBITHO Opocas Ha Heé JII0OOIIbITHBIE B3TJISA/IBI.

Ocrasiuecs 10 OpakocoyeTaHUs HOUM OH IIPOBOJIWII ¢ HEl, a3apTHO MPE0I0JIeBas eé
conpoTtusiienre. Ko gH10 cBaibOBI OHA ObL1a OepeMeHHa.

HoBas cympyxeckas :KU3Hb

'poMKMMU TTOOIPUTEIFHBIMU KPUKAMU IIPUBOPHBIE XBAJIAT OYEPETHON MaAPUTAJ OUEPETHOTO



TpyOaaypa o ropsiueit JI00BU KOPOJIA K ITpeKpacHoi koposieBe. Ha kaxkioM nupy u 6ajty YUTAIOT U
o10T ux. CaMO/IOBOJIBHO YJIBIOAIOIIMICA KOPOJIh 6pocaeT MOITOTOBJIEHHBIN KOIIIEIh C MOHETAMHU
HEeBIy, CXKUMaeET PyKy Jlesuibl v cIioHSBO nestyeT. OHa TPYCTHO KUBAeT TPyOaaypy, 3Hasl, UTO
MIOOII[PUJIA TOTO Ha OYepeHOe JTI0O0BHOE COUNHEHME. Best cTpaHa BEpUT B ceMEHHOE CUacThe
KOPOJIEBCKOU YEThI, KOTOPOE T€ U HE CKPBIBAIOT. BOT Be/ib Kak ObIBAET: HECYACTHBIE BJIOBEIL U BJOBA
HAIIUTU CBOIO JIIOOOBB, 02KU/IAIOT HACJIETHUKA... A CTapbI KOPOJIb 00MKaJT I0HYIO0 KOPOJIeBY, UX Opak
He3aKOHEH — TaK IIemuyTcs B Hapoze. MoJiooi e KOpoJib 00602KaeT CyIpyTy, HapsKaeT U He
CBOJIUT C He€ 1J1a3. BoT memnyer eii Ha yxo cj10Ba JII0OBH, He nHaYe... Cynpyra e He IIeJIOXHETCH,
co0JTI01a51 KOPOJIEBCKOE IOCTOUMHCTBO, HO, Pa3yMeeTcs, ToXKe BiIto0JIeHa B My»Ka.

He cTomio eMy roBOpUTBH, YTO OH HE MOKET JIOKAATHCSA HOUH, UTOO JTI0OUTH €€ — oHa 3HaeT. Hu
€ITMHON HOYM OHU He IIPOBETN OPOo3Hb. HecMOTpst Ha pacTymui 3KkUBOT JleJTbI, KOPOJIh HUCKOJIBKO
He OXJIaJIeJT K Hel, o0y K/1as KaXKAyI0 HOUb KaTaThCs 10 ITOCTEJIH B JIIOOOBHOM CXBaTKe, CMEITHUBAS
JIUIIKHUE COKH ApyT Apyra. OTOuBasch, KOPOJIEBAa HUKAK HE YKeJIayia IPUBBIKATH K €3KEHOIITHOMY
HACUJIMIO HaJ COOOH.

ITucemo k Po66u

IIpomwio mocTaTtouHo BpeMeHH, uTob Tubo0 pemrut coobmuTh gaiekomy Po66u o ecmeptu otma. C
nepoMm B pyke Jlesa 3aaymanack. OHa OTBOeBaJia y My»Ka IPaBo HAMKMCaTh COOCTBEHHOPYYHO, HE
npuberas K MOMOIIY CeKpeTaps, KaK c/iesia Koposib. PO60OU He MMOBEPUT B HANMCAHHOE HE el —
ybemuia ona Tubo. U 3Has, 4TO muCcbMO OyIET MPOUYUTAHO MY»KeM, nojioupasna ¢ppassl. Kak Hu
HATIUIIY, Bce OHO TU10X0! HeBO3MOKHO IpejicKka3aTh peakiuio piermatuaHoro Pooou. U Oyzer jim
9Ta peakIus, BeJ[b IPOIILIO CTOJILKO BpeMeHU?... Llesas :Ku3Hb OT/esIseT €€ OT TOU AEBYIIIKU Ha
X0JIMe, IPU3HaBIIIelicsa eMy B JII0OBU. Bc€ pacTonTaHo 6€3:KaIOCTHBIM KOPOJIEM — €€ MYy:KeM, ero
opaTom. Xouer siu oHa, yT06 PoO66U Bo3HeHaBU 1es1 Trb0, mogobHo eii? Jla, xouer! MoskeT Ji OHa
03BOJINTH 5T0? Hert, He MoKeT, He nomkHA! KTO 1acT JoMaHbIN Ipol 3a »KU3Hb Po66u,
IIPOJIEMOHCTPUPYH OH HEJIOSJIBHOCTE OpaTy? Wiu obusy? B3moxHys, Jlesia oOMakHys1a epo B
YyepHUIA.

Koposb, mokaunBasich Ha KabJIyKax, YUTAET MTUCbMO KEHBI, BpeMeHaMu Opocast Ha Heé
KPUTHYECKHE B3IJIA/IBL. «... MOJEPIKAJ B TJIyOOKOM rOpe MOCJIe CMEPTU TBOETO OTI[A — KOPOJIAL...
MIOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOPSAYYIO IPU3HATEIBHOCTH K HEMY... MBI 00a CTPaJIaiv, IOTEPSB CYIPYTOB...
OILIyTHJIA B HEM POJCTBEHHYIO AYIILY... Y HAC 0KA3aJI0Ch MHOTO O0IIIETro... MHE OBLIIO HEJIETKO, M TBOU
Opar Bcersia OpUI PAJIOM... « — IIPODOeras OH IJ1a3aMH POBHbBIE CTPOKH.

— «IIpu3HATEIBHOCTD», «IIO/JIEP3KKAa» — 3TO BCe, KOHEYHO, HeT10X0. OKuai oT Tebs1 60bIei
Xy/I0KeCTBEHHOCTHU. Tebe ObI TOYIUTHCSA Y MEHECTPEJIEH, KaK TaM y HUX, 3-3, «BJIIOOJIEHHbBIN
KOPOJIb», «BO3JII00JIEHHAsI KOPOJIeBa», «51 CaMblil BEDHBIH phIlIapb TBOM, HOTUOHY 3a Teb4... !», — OH
OpocuJi nepes Hell MUCHMO U OIYCTHJI PYKU el Ha IJIeYH, U3yJas UX OTpakeHue B 3epKaJie, epe/
KOTOPBIM OHA CH/IEJIa 32 TyaJIETHBIM CTOJIMKOM. — «fI mosrrobuiia 106poro KOpoJist U IMPOCHJIa eT0
COEZIMHUTH HAIIIU cepAla. fl oueHb cuacTyiMBa C HUM U HEe MBICJIIO IPYTOTo My»Ka. ThI JOJI3KeH ObITh
paz 3a Hac». [To-moemy, Her10x0, a? Jlomuim!

OtkpsiBIIEl 66110 POT Jlesie, OH MHOTO3HAUUTEIBHO CxKaJsl Iiedu. OHU CMOTPEJIH JIPYT Ha JIpyra B
3€pKaJjio: OHA — C HENPUA3HBIO, OH — ¢ yrpo30ii. OHA OIyCTH 1A B3IJISA U B351J1a TIEPO...

Koposib BEIXBaTHI y HEE HAMCAHHOE, YJIBIOAsICh, ITPOYEJT U OTIAJI CJIyTe C HAKa30M, OTIIPABUTh
ToTuac xe. HarHysics k »keHe, 3aIIPOKUHYJI €M JIUI0 U TOJICTBIMU TybaMu BIUJICsA B pOT. BiracTHO
C/IaBUJI €€ TPY/Ib U, TOMSB, XO3HUCKH OIYCTUJI PYKH HA BBITHPAIOIIUH KUBOT.

— Korpga poauTtes Ham cbIH, IpUKa3bIBao Tebe He OepeMeHeTh rojia 2.



— 9T0 3aBUCUT He OT MeHA. OcTaBb MeHs B IIOKOe — 5 He IIOHeCY.

— I'mymmoctu! BbI sKeHINUHBI, KOT/Ia BaM HY»KHO, yMeeTe Bce 00/1eJ1aTh JiydiruM oopazom. Mau ko
MHe!

On nomobpaJics K Jiermieil Ha Kpal KpOBaTH U OTBEPHYBIIIENCSA KeHe, 33/Ipajl TOHKYIO COPOUKY U
IpIoKasics K e€ MATKoN criuHe. OOHAB e€, CONMPOTUBJIAIONIYIOCS, HAIIPABUJI IABHO BOCCTABIINH YIeH
MesK/Iy MATKUX CKJIaJIOK BaruHbl. C TPYZIOM IIPOTHCHYBIIUCH B CyXO€ JIOHO, TOJIKAJICA TaM, IIOKa
OTBEPCTHUE He YBIAKHUIOCH. [Toyno6Hee 3aXBaTHII €€ HOTY, IIOIHSAJT ¥ 3aKUHYJI ceOe Ha 6epo.
3akaB PyKOU e€ IOJTHEIOIIYIO TPYy/ib, JIETKO 3aCKOJIB3UJI B TOpAYEM, CKOJIb3KOM OTBEPCTUH, OITyIAs
cebs X03IMHOM 3TOU BOJIHYIOIIEH ero »KeHIIIUHBI.

Koporkas Bcrpeua

Po66u mpucsian muchbMo, rje IOIPOCH pa3pelieHns HaBeCTUTh MOTIITY OTIa. Trubo 701r0
COBETOBAJICA C TePIIOTOM, HAKOHEI] CTABIITHUM JIOPAOM-KaHIJIEPOM, YTO OBLJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO IIPU
CTapoOM KOpoJie, ¥ pa3pelIni 6paTy HeHaloJIro npuexaThb. IloToMm, jionasch oT pacnupasIiel ero
3HAYUTEJIBHOCTH U JIIOOYSACHh COOOM, TOP3KECTBEHHO COOOIIUII HOBOCTD 2KeHe. Jles1a oJIro Moyrgaa.
IToTom mozo1LIa K MYy>KY U, IOME/JIUB, TAXKeJIO OIyCTUIach Ilepe/i HUM Ha KOJIeHU, B34B 3a PYKY:

— Oronutu mens! [Tpormry... Jlait yexats!

[Torsna>kuBas e€ 1o IeKe, CaMO0BOJILHO YIBIOHYJICS:

— He By HE0OX0IMMOCTH... fI JOBEpsI0 CBOEH JTI00MMOI skeHe. Bepio, uTo oHa moBezeT cebs
IIPaBUJIbHO... Bezb Tak, mroboumas?!

— A Torpa... cama yexy! He Oyzy yaacTBoBaTh B 3TOM OasiaraHe!

— Tb1 Oosbliie He Goutnbes 3a Hero? Hy uTto kK, yes:xail...

— Tubo... Bame BeuuectBo! ThI cemaentsb Tak, 4T06 Mbl HE BCTPETHIINCH?

— A uro Tebs cmyiaer? [Topa MOKOHYUTS € IeTCTBOM, Musiasi! Pa3Be 5TOT KUBOT He
JT0OKA3aTeJIbCTBO TBOEH J1I00BU K My»Ky? Tak cripocu y Ipu/IBOPHBIX ITOATOB, OHU IIPOUTYT CBEXKUE
MaJ[pUTajIbl O Halllel cTpacTu!

E€ cosnenble c1e3bl 3aIMIN PYKY KOPOJIA, JIexkKalyio Ha e€ 1mee. OH OTAepHYJI JIaJ[0Hb.

— Tak-To Jyuiiie, Jo0umas...

KopoJsib Ha 0x0Te, ero yacTo He ObIBaeT AHAMU. Bo BpeMs IIPOTyJIKHU IO JBOPLIOBOMY Hapky [lesia ¢
JIuHoli Habsroamu 3a PUHATIBHOU OT/EJIKOM KyHajIbHU, YCTPOEHHO! 110 IPUKa3y KOpPOJisd
CHeNHaIbHO JJIs1 JTIOOMMOM 3keHbl. HeOoJIbIoi KpyTJIbli 6acceliH BHIIOJKEH TVIAAKUMH U3Pa3IaMu
Y 3aKPBIT OT IOCTOPOHHMUX IJIa3 BhICAXKEHHBIM 110 IEPUMETPY I'yCThIM KyCTapHUKOM. JInHa
BbIpa’KaJjia IIIyMHbI€ BOCTOPTU U 3aBUCTb, BEHIOMBAs U3 TOCIIOXKH O0EIaHNe Pa3pelInTh U el
MIOHEKUTHCA TaM, «ITO0 3aBUI0OBAJIN ». Jles11a YyTKO MPUCTYIITUBAIACH K KPYTAIIEMYCS B )KHBOTE
pebeHKy 1 HUKAaK He MOTJIa COCPEZIOTOUNTHCA Ha BEPEIaHUU CITy>KaHKHU, TIOTPYKEeHHas B
TpeBOKHbIe MbIcu. Hu pociiiuil ;KUBOT, HU €€ onaceHus 3a IO, He MOTJIN YOeIUTh My»Ka OCTaBUTh
eé B IIoKoe XOTs ObI Ha BpeMs. OH ObLI OJTHOCTBIO IIOIVIOIIEH €10, ITyTas KOPOJIEBY CBOeH
HEeHAaChITHOCTBIO. YeM OoJiee OHA BbIKa3blBajla CKPHITOU HENPUA3HH, TEM IPUTATaTeJIbHee
CTaHOBUJIACH /1A Hero. Kak/ry1o HOub OH yTBep:K/1ajl CBOU IIpaBa Ha Heé, Myuas paclAaTyio Ha
KOPOJIEBCKOM JIoxKe. [lesiyia mpITasach IOKOPATHCA U HE COIIPOTUBJIATHCA, TOTZ]Aa OH HAMEPEHHO
IIPUYMHSI ei 00JIb, OCTABJIsAS CHHAKY Ha Teste. Ha cjioBax cIy»kaHKU «a s 3HAIO... TO €CTh, TOBOPSIT,
YTO JIeJIaTh 3TO B BOJIE — O/THO y/IOBOJIBCTBHE» KOPOJIEBA OTBJIEKJIACH OT TSXKEJIbIX BOCIOMUHAHUH.

— «I'0oBOPAT...», «3HAI0... « — Tl 0 MHOI'OM OCBeJOMJIeHa, JInHa, — ycTano nmpousHocut oHa. — O
4eM elll€ TOBOPAT IIPHU ZIBOpe?

— I He 3HalO, IpaB/A JIU 3TO... HET, HABEPHOE, BPYT... MHE HE CTOUT PACCTPAnBaTh MOIO KOPOJIEBY...



— MHeTCA JIEBYIIIKA, €/IBA HE JIONAsCh OT IEPETOJIHAIONINX €€ CBeIEHUN.

— JluHa, 5 %1y, TOBOpH, HaKOHeI[! — mpu3biBaet Jlesa.

— Mos qobpas KopoJieBa ONATh PACCTPOUTCS, — IPUTOPHO IEAUT CIyKAHKA. — ITO O IPHUHIIE...

Ha neneneronryio /lesry BHOBb OOPYIIIUBAETCS BOPOX CIYXOB O CTPAIIHBIX OMACHOCTSIX,
MIO/ICTEPETAIOIIUX BO3BPAIIAIOIIErocs IPUHIA, A U €€ caMy.

— Hy BOT, 1 Xe npeaympexaania... — yZ0BJIeTBOPEHHO MPOTATHUBAaET BPO/ie ObI CMyIIleHHas
CJIy?KaHKa, MCKOoca HabJIr0/1as 3a JOPOKKAMU ¢J1e3 Ha 3aCThIBIIIEM JIMIle KOPoJieBbl. CIIOXBAaTHIBAsCh,
3a00T/IMBO IIpeJIyIaraeT BEPHYThCS B 3aMOK U IIPUJIeUb. B crtabHOM /TOJITO KBOXYET HAJT PhIAAIOIIE
TOCIIOKOU, TT0Ka Ta, 00eccuieHHasl, He IIPOTOHSET e€.

Houbo /lenia 0OHMMAaeT NbUIbHBIE CAIIOTH MTOJIYIIBIHOTO KOPOJIA, ITPA3/THOBABIIIETO OUEPETHBIE
OXOTHUYBH YCIEXU, U YBEPSAET TOTO B CBOEH MOJTHON MOKOPHOCTU. TOT IPUTBOPHO CTPOTO
OTBOpAYHUBAET JIUIIO, TOJTHOE TOPKeCcTBa. [10THAB MOTHEIONIYIO XKEHY, OH YCA’KUBAET €€ Ha KOJIEHU U
JKJleT, 00/1aBas TsXKeJIbIM BUHHBIM 3amaxoM. [loka oHa, CKpbIBasi OTBpallleHue, IeJIyeT ero,
HeCIIeIIHO pacIlaXUBaeT eé Jlerkoe HOUHOe OflesTHUE. ..

Jlerko, Kak 3mesi, IPOCKaJIb3bIBAET €T0 JJIUHHBIN YIEH B €€ BJIayKHOe oTBepcTre. [IprKaBIIuch
JKMBOTOM K €€ TVIQJIKUM SITOZIUIlaM, OH OOHHUMAET e€ c3aU U, I[eJIysICh B3aCOC, OHH TeMIIEPAMEHTHO
VICIIOJIHAIOT CYTIPY»KECKUHU JIOJIT, CKPEIIASA UM HeIrJIacHbIN JoToBOp. 1o camoro mpuesza Po66u
Jesia CcMUpEHHO ITIOBUHYETCA MYXKY.

KopoJsieBckurii OXOTHUUMU Jlarepb PaCKUHYJICA Ha KUBOIIUCHOM JIy:KaliKe B HECKOJIbKUX MUJISIX OT
3aMKa. MHOXeCTBO Pa3HOIIBETHBIX NAJIATOK IPU/IBOPHBIX, PAHHUM yTPOM elIé TUX0. BoJbiIoi
KOPOJIEBCKUH I1aTep, pacKpallleHHBIN B INHACTHYECKHE I[BeTa, MUPHO XPAaHWJI COH IIAPCTBEHHBIX
cynpyroB. HebostbImasi mporieccusi BCaJHUKOB B JJOPOKHBIX KOCTIOMAax I1aroM Iepeceksia
WU3BUIKCTHIN pyuyel U phIChIO ITOTPYCHUJIA K Jlarepro. BpICOKUI BCaIHUK B 3aIIBIJIEHHOM KOCTIOME
COCKOYMJI C KOHSA U, OTJIAJIEBIINCH, HATPABUJICA K CTPAKHUKAM, OXPAHABIINM KOPOJIEBCKUI COH.

I'ubxoii 3meei mpubM3UIach JIMHA K KOPOJIEBCKOMY JIOXKY U, C TIOJTYYJIBIOKOM OTJISAIEB TOJIBIX
CIIAIIUX CYIIPYTOB, HAKJIOHWJIACH K XY XPAIISIIero MpaBuTesia. B mosycHe BBIC/IyIIIAB MIETIOT TOMH,
Tu60 cTpsAxHyJ ¢ ceb OCTATKU CHA U, OAyMaB, UTO-TO HETPOMKO IpuKasaa. OTONAA U CKPBIBIIKUCH
3a IUIOTHBIM 3aHABECOM, OT/EJIABIINX JIOKE OT IPUEMHOMN, OHA 3aCThLIA B OKUAHUU.
YcMexHyBIIUCH, KOPOJIb XUIIHO OTJIAAEN KEeHY, KPEITKO CIAIIYIO MOCJIe HOYHBIX yTeX. [IpukaBIvch
K OOHa’KEHHOMY TeJIy, ITOTJIaJ{iJI MATKYIO TPYAb M CKOJIb3HYJI PYKOH BHU3 110 KUBOTY. [1orycoHHas
JIeBYIIIKA TOJIBKO B37[0XHYJ1a. O00/IpEHHBIH €€ MOAaTIMBOCTHIO, TPUBAIUII K cebe M TPOTUCHYJT
JIAZIOHB MEX JIsKEK, I3Ma3aHHBIX 3aCOXIITNMU JTIOOOBHBIMU COKaMU. [[epHYBIIYIOCA KEeHY
IIPUIABIJI IJIEYOM M HETOPOILIMBO 3apaboTajl pyKoi.

JKeHcKre CTOHBI ¢ CyIIPY?KEeCKOH ITOCTEIN CTAaHOBUWJINCH BCe POTSXKHEEe, KPOBATH TAXKEJIO
CKPUIIHYJIa; CIy?>KaHKa BHIIILIA K CTPAXKHUKAM U KUBHYJIa UM. Konbs pa3oMkHysuch, u Po66u
BOIIIeJI B I1aTep bpara.

YcstpIaB nepBble CTOHBI, OH HHCTUHKTUBHO OTJIsZiesics. 3Has, YTO 3a 3aHABECOM CITajibHasi KOPOJIs,
noMpavsesl... K ;keHCKUM B3710XaM IIPUCOEUHIINCh MY?KCKHE, MEPHO IMOCKPUIIbIBAJIa KPOBATh...
Hwuskoe ppryanue IOCTUTIIO ITIMKA, CMEHIUJIOCh BHOBb IPOTSXKHBIM CTOHOM U 3aBEPIITUJIOCH BCE
TUXUM, YCTUTBIM cMelKoM. CJIOKHUB PYKH Ha KUBOTE, CITy’KaHKA TAHKOM paccMaTpUBaJIa MPUHIIA,
CHUJIEBIIIETO C HEIIPOHUIIAEMBIM JIUIIOM.

3a MUPMOU MOCBIIIAIOCH ABUKEHNE U, TPOMKO ITpou3Hecs: «Thl IPHUCOeANHUIIIBCA K HaM,
Jrobumas?» — kK Po66wu BbIes Koposib. OH HE CIMIIKOM U3MEHUJICS, TOJIPKO ITOTPY3HEJ, U JIUI0
CBETUJIOCH JIOBOJIBCTBOM, KOTOPOTO He HabJII0/1ayIoCh B epBoM Opake. Tubo npeyBenyeHHO



paayIIHo O0HsLI MoAHABIIIerocsa 6para. Ckasaji, YTO BCerjia paj BUAETh OJIU3KUX U JIIDOUMBIX. PoOOu

TiepeJIepHYJIO.

— Jemnia, HaBepHOE, 0Opajtyetcs. OHa BBINJIET K HAM, Korjja Ipu/ieT B cebs... Hy Thl moHMMaeIb
MeHs... [Ipuryacu koposieBy, — oTpbiBrcTO JInHe. Ta Gpocuiack 3a IMIupmy.

Jlesnia caplinana, 9To My»K C KEM-TO Pa3rOBapUBaeT, 1 HEOXOTHO MOJIHAIACK, CIIEys CYETIUBOMY
IIETOTY CJIYKaHKU «KOPOJIb K eT». 3aCThIB Ha IIOPOTe, OHA HEBUAIIE CMOTpeJia Ha 3HAKOMYIO,
HUCKOJIBKO He 3a0BITYIO CIIUHY JII06uMoro. BoT oH Me/yieHHO, 6y/ITO € yCUIJIHEM BCTAJI, BOT
IIOBepHYJICA... [loporoe, HENOABUKHOE JIUIIO0, OTBEAEHHBIN B3IJIA... OHU BCTPETUJINCH IIa3aMU.
[TpuHIY OITyCTHIT B3IJIAZ, HAa €€ BBIYKJIBIN 2KUBOT. O0a cTapasinich COXpaHUTh caMoobsiazanme. Po6ou
yAaJI0Ch JIy4llle, el — He cpasy. 2KaJHbIM B3IJISAZIOM KOPOJIb BCMaTPUBAJICS B UIX JIUIIA U, CKPBIB
THEB, TOP3KECTBYIOIIIE YJIBIOHYJICA.

— ITozaBTpakaii ¢ HaMmu, MuUIasi, — TpeboBaTEIFHO IPOTAHYB K HEH pyKy. — Hy!..

Jlessia g4y Th IOMe/IJINIIa, HO TOH KOPOJIS He OCTaBJIsyI coMHeHul. OHa Mo/IoNIa U, 0OHAB e€, MyK
ycasiii K cebe Ha KosieHu. [loTaHysics K Hell rybaMu, ¥ OHa MallTMHAIBHO Npubsn3uia ceou. Pob6ou
He CMOTpeJI, Kak Opar jKeBaJl HOKOPHBIE IryObI Jlesutbl; OHA YKPA/IKOHM OTEpJIa CJIIOHY MYyKa.
MoJryaysiiBO B3UPaJIv OHH Ha CIIEKTaKJIb, ycTpoeHHbIN Tr6o. Pa3ayBasch OT Ba?XKHOCTH, TOT BEIAT
HeuTo 3moxayibHoe. Ha mpockby OpaTa 3aBTpa 3Ke BEPHYTHCS B YHUBEPCUTET, KOPOJIb
MHOTO3HAUYUTEIBHO OTBETUII, UYTO ITOKA HE OTIYCKAEeT TOTO — €CTh ILUIAHBL...

— Bawm Hy>xHO MOroBOpUTH, — BAPYT BbIZIAT Tr60. — Benb apyxunu ke korga-to... Ho He cerogus,
a... MOXKeT, 3aBTpa. [la, moxkasyi, 3aBTpa, AHEM, B IBOPLIOBOM MapkKe... BcCmoMHUTe 1€TCTBO, A
paspeliiain, — BaXKHO 3aKOHYMJI OH.

Henoasm:xubiit Po66M MoT4a MOKJIOHUJICSA UM U TIOIIIEJT K BBIXOZY. B IBEPSAX OH yCJIbIIa, Kak Opar
BeJIUT JleJiyie BEpHYThCA B IIOCTENh OXKU/ATH €T0. BoIiizig Ha cBeT, PoO6U, IpUIIypUBIINCH, OTJISAET
CJIOHAIOITUXCA 3aCIaHHBIX IPUBOPHBIX, CYETAIINXCA CJIyT. PelinTe1bHO HapaBuics K
MIPUBA3aHHOMY KOHIO, IIPUIIIIOPUJI €T0 U MMOCKAKaJI KyZa IJ1a3a risagar. Ero ciyru 6pocuiuck 3a
HUM.

KoposieBa nomnsatuiach OT B30EIIIEHHOTO MY?Ka, YIIEPIINCh CHUHOU B CTEHY U 3aKPbIB JKHUBOT
pykamu. OTxJiecTaB eé 1o I1leKaM, TOT PBaHyJI ¢ He€ IiaThe. [leia 3aniakana, He HaXo/s B cebe
CHJI BHOBbB yOJIasKaTh HEHABUCTHOTO My»ka. Po60U, C 3aCTHIBIINM, TAKHM JIOPOTUM JIUI[OM, CTOSIJT Y
Heé nepey r1azamu. OHa U3 MOCJIEAHUX CUJI Y/IEPKUBAJIA HA TPY/IH IUIAThe, C1a00U PyKOU
OTTaJIKUBasA pa3o3aeHHoro Tu6o. TOT mumnes, 9T0 yHUUTOXKUT UX, HET, TOTO, OpaTiia, KOTOPBII
IIOCMeJI TyIa3eTh Ha He€... Pa3opBaB, HAKOHEI, Ha JKeHe OJIe3K/Ty, CUJIBHO TOJIKHYJI €€ B TPY/b. YIIaB K
€ro HoTaM, OHa 0OpeYeHHO CMOTpeJIa, KaK KOPOJIb CHUMAET XaJIaT U MPYKUMAETCs IIePIIaBoOH B
3aCOXIIeH criepMe IPOMEKHOCTHIO K e€ yinily. OTIIaTHYBIINCH, OHA 3apbl/iasia. CXBaTUB €€ 3a
BOJIOCHI U TKHYB B CBOM IaX, oH 3ammuies: «JImxku! Hy! Hemyii!»

VY3ke BCKOpe OHA, BCXJIUMbIBasi, 00JTU3bIBAJIa TOJICTBIN, MATKUH, COJIEHBIN OT CIIEPMBI UJIEH.
O6HuMmas my»ka 3a bezipa, cocasia JyIMHHbIE SUYKH, II0KA OH, MbIYa OT Y/I0BOJIbCTBUS, JIIOOOBHO
nepebupas najablaMyu MOKPbIY cTBOJI. [IOKOpUBIINCH YTPO3aM, UCIyTAHHO TEPIIENA, 33KMYPHUB
IJ1a3a U pacKkpsbIB pOT... [IoToM oH KOHUMII eif Ha yiu1o. CHyI0# pasjienus e€ cKaThble IyObl, 3aCTaBUII
BbLIN3aTh 0OMAKIKHN wieH. — U Tak OyzeT Bcerzia! Thl MOsI, 3aIIOMHH 3TO U IPYKKY CBOEMY CKaXKH!
BriBiiemy! — 3ax0xoTaJji OH, yiaB B U3HEMOXKEHUH Ha IIOCTeJIh. JleByIlIka 0OpeueHHO CMOTpeJia B
nos1. K Beuepy 1BOp BEpHYJICH B 3aMOK.

Hagzastpa [lesnia cama He cBos oxkuzaia Becrpeun ¢ Po66u. OHa u xkesaja, ¥ CTpaliniach 3Toro, HO
B3BUHUEHHBIN MY y>Ke HAalIOMHUJI el U Besies1 uaATH. OHa U He 3Hajia, 0 YeM rOBOPUTH, U XOTesa



MHOT'0€ pacckasartb emy... [IpocTo xoTesa mocToATs psAsoM ¢ 1oouMbiM. Kak oHa HU THaIa OT cebs
YyBCTBO K P060OM, 0HO HUKYZ]a HE JEJI0Ch, TOJIBKO 000CTPHIIOCH, CTaIO TOPbKUM. Kyzia-To mpomnasa
JIluHa, KaK pa3 Korjia OHa Hy>KHA. U fieByIIIKa MoIwia 3a CJIyroi KOpoJis, MPUIIEAIITNM TPOBOIUTD €€
K MECTY CBU/IAHUSA, B IBOPIIOBBIH Ca/I.

OxoJ10 HOBOTO OacceifHa-KyaJbHU, OKPY>KEHHOTO T'YCTHIM CBEKEIIOCAKEHHBIM KyCTaDHUKOM,
CTOs1J1a Ky4Ka KOPOJIeBCKUX cIIyT. « CTpaHHOEe MeCTO JJIsl BCTPEYH C IPUHIIEM», — ycCIiesia I0AyMaTh
KopoJsieBa. My>KUMHBI PacCTYIIUINCh U TOKJIOHWINCH, IPOITycKas eé. Bosiie kynanbHU cTos1 Tubo B
JIETKOM XaJIaTe Ha TOJIOM TeJie. [leJiia Bee MOoHsAIA U TOBepHYJ1a 06paTtHO. CIIyru COMKHYJIUCH IIEpes]
Hel, mperpaxk/as myThb. «B soBymike! Ha Bcio »ku3Hb! Ha BCI0 IPOKJIATYIO JKU3HbB!» — JIEBYIIIKA B
OTUASTHUY 3aMeTaIach Iepey Melbio MYKUKH, TOBEPHYJIa Ha3a/1 U 0Ka3ajiach B pykax my»xa. ToT
00XBaTUJI €€ U TIOBOJIOK K BOJIE, IIermya B yXO:

— TbI Xouemnrb, 94T0b TEOSA pa3aesu CIIyTHh?

— MHue Bce paBHo! He Oyzy!!!

Korjia oHa ycrasa ot Oecriosie3Hoi 60pbOBI U OH ITOUTHU PACCTETHYJI HA HEeH Of1eXK/Ty, MaXHYyJI CIyTraM
u Te yuutu. CHSB IIaThe, CHEC €€ B BOJIy M HECKOJIBKO Pa3 OKYHYJI C TOJIOBOH, YTOO HE BBIPHIBAJIACH.
[ToaTsHyJICA Ha pyKax U ceJ Ha Kpal b6acceiina. HamoTtas Ha pyKy €€ BOJIOCHI, TOATAIINII K CBOUM
IIUPOKO Pa3/IBUHYTHIM JISKKAM U TKHYJI JIUIOM B MOKPYIO TPOMEKHOCTh. BHIMAaTETbHO
BCMOTpEJICS B TyCThI€ KyCTbI, 3JI0PaTHO YCMEXHYJICA U TTOyZ00Hee 00XBAaTHII €€ 3aThLIOK.

Criy>xaHKa Talusa ero 1mo JBOPIoBoOMy caay, 6e3octaHoBouHO 6osrtass. 060 Bcem. I'1aBHOE O TOM,
KaK JKJIeT ero KOpoJjieBa M Kak oHa pajia emy. Emé o Tom, uro Ta — 6emHas. OHu Bce T | IIJIH, a
Henbl Bee He ObLI0, 1 POOOH y2Ke Ka3ayioch, UTO Ta BOAUT €r0 KpyraMu, pacCUUTHIBasA, YTO B
CMATEHUU OH 3TOro He 3aMeTUT. OH MOUTH U He 3aMevast. Kak He BCIOMHUI BOT 3TUX HOBBIX KyCTOB,
BBICA’KEHHBIX POBHBIM KBaJIpaTOM, OyZITO II0 KOHTYPY 4ero-To. B pactepsHHOCTU OH OIJISHYJICSH;
CJIy’KaHKa Kpy’Kuja Ha MecCTe, BO UTO-TO BIJIS/BIBASACH, IOYTH BHIOXHBASACH.

— 371ech, — HEYBEPEHHO U TUXO Ipou3Hecsa oHa. — KauTe TyT.

JIuHa npucTaIbHO IMTOCMOTpPEJIa Ha KYCThI, IOTOM Ha HETO, CHOBA Ty/Ia, TUXUH IJIECK BOJBL...
WHTYUTHBHO U OH BcMOTpeJicA... OH y:ke He BU/JIeJI, KaK CKPbLIach KOBAPHO YJIbIOABIIASACS IEBYIIIKA.
Bce mbIcsin 3acyioHMIIO JIMTIO OpaTa, pacIuIbIBIIErocs B JOBoJIbHOU rpuMace. U Jlesnsia, kotopas...
CKBO3b IPOCBETHI B T'YCTOU PACTUTEIBHOCTH BUAHO OBLIO 1710X0. HO CJIOBHO ABHIKMMBIA HEKOH
TEMHOU CHJIOHN, IPUHIIL TPUJIBUTAJICS Bee Oytmke U Omke... « Kak mopToBas 1uioxa, — B OTUASTHUU
nosymasoch emy. — Mosket, Tu6o 1 mpaB Ipo UX BEJTUKYIO JIIOO0BB?... « OH U caM He 3HaJI, [I0YeMy
He YXOJWJI, He OexKas OTCIo/Ia. 3/10CTh, KaKasi-TO MpadyHas 0€3bICXO/THOCTh CKOBAJIU BCE €0 TEJIO U
3aCTaBUJIN CMOTPETb, BIJISAbIBATHCS, 3alIOMHUHATH... MOKpBIE BOJIOCHI €T0 JIIOOUMOH EBYIIKH
MPWINILUIN K MOKPOU CIIMHE U IIaBaI BOKPYT He€. E€ pyk OH He BUjIe/, OHU OBLIU I/Ie-TO TaM,
MesK/Iy HoT Opata, TOJIbKO TOHKUE JIOKTH, IpHKaThle K 60kaM. PycoBoJsiocas rosioBa, IJIaBHO
KayarIascsa MeK TOJICTBIX JIKeK OpaTa... 1 1oBoJIbHOE JINII0 KOPOJIf, CBOOOHO PACKUHYBIIIET0Cs
Ha 60opTuKe Oacceitna. MupHas cympy»keckas ciieHa... Huuero us Toro, 4To pucoBaso cebe ero
BOOOparkeHue, BpoJie IPUHYK/EHUS U HACHITUSL.

Koposb ommycruiics B BOAy, U CYIIpYTH HoleoBaiuck. He BUHO e€ yinia, HO HaBepHAKA He MeHee
VIOBJIETBOPEHHOE, YeM y My’Ka. YIEPIIHUCh B OOPTHUK, IIOMOTaeT eMy, 3aBe/is1 Ha3a/ pyKy. C:kaB e
JIOKTH, OH TIOJITATUBAET €€ K cebe, 0OHUMAEeT €331, 1 OHU PUTMUYHO KayaroTcs, BOJIHYs Boay. Eé
JIATO... YcTasoe, 6e3 yabl0KU, IpUBbIKIIee... POOOM ToOpest mpoyb.

HazaBTpa KOpoJib THEBHO OTYUTHIBAJI IIPUHIIA, TBEP/A, YTO HE MMOTEPIIUT, UTOO ero MpuKa3bl He
BBITIOJIHSJIMCH: KOPOJIEBA YA0OCTOMIIA €T0 MUJIOCTU T0Oece/I0BaTh, 0KU/Iajla €ro HallpacHo, a OH



CaMOBOJIBHO ITOKUHYJI IBOPEL] ¥ HAIPAaBUJICA B IPUTOH. «B IPA3HBIN IPUTOH K JIeBKaM, MHE
JIoHecIIn!» — MHOTOKPATHO ITOBTOPUJT KOPOJIb, KOCSCh Ha cynpyry. bpat mosruan, u Tubo, BrI3BaB
CTpaKy, BeJieJI 3alepeTh TOTO B CBOUX IMMOKOSX JI0 €r0 0coObIX pacnopsikeHui. CaMo/I0BOJIBHO
MIPOCJIEAVB 32 YAAIAIOMINMCS KapayJIoM, KOPOJIb KCKOCA U3YYJI JIUIIO CynpyTu — 6eccrpactHoe. OH
MIPOCHSLIL.

Tu6o JIeHNBO pacKUHYJICA Ha IOCTe U, HabJIioAas 3a paBHOAYIIIHBIM JIUIIOM KEeHBbI, CU/IAIIe Ha
HEM U CKOJIB3AIIEN 110 ero wieHy. EMy HpaBMUIOCh BU/IETh, YTO 3Ta CBOEBOJIbHAS KpacaBUIlA
IIOKOpUJIach cpasy IOCJIe HeJI0JITOTO COIIPOTUBIIEHNA, JIeTKO ITo/iaBieHHOoro uM. OHa Bcerzia
IIPOTUBUTCS, €CJIU TOJIBKO CHJIBHO HE HAIyraHa; OH JKe Beeryia fobuBaeTcs cBoero. O6a 3HAIOT, Kak
37I0POBO 3aBOJISAT €T0 MOCTEIbHBIE CXBATKH, PACIIBEUNBAsi JJIOOOBHBIHN aKkT. OH MOJIOKIJI PYKHU Ha eé
IIpBITAIOIINeE TPY/IH, IOMSI UX — OHA OYATO He 3aMeTus1a. BEIKDYTHII ¥ OTTSHYJI COCKH — 3aMeEPEB,
OHa B3IVIAHYJIA Ha HETO.

— Bor Tak-To sy4mie, — npobyp4uai oH. — CmoTpu Ha MmeHs! He ocranaBiuBarics!

C:xrMas e€ ynpyru noJiyliapus, BaXKHO COOOIINII, UTO OTIIPABJISAET €€ I0HAINBATh pebeHKa B OJUH
13 JIBOPLIOB, JTbHUM. UTOOBI B TUIIIMHE U ITOKOE, 63 IPUABOPHOI CyeThl OHA 0CO3HAJIA CBOU
IIPOIIIBbIE OIIMOKY U POAMJIA HACTIETHUKA. A TIOTOM, BEPHYBIIIUCH, €Il Kpemye yiro0usia Obl ero,
cBoero cynpyra. Kotopseiii 6e3 He€ cTaHEeT CKy4daTh, HO Tak OH pemwi. Kazasock, 0HA JOKHA yiKe
0e3pa3TUYHO BBICJIYIINBATh I0I00HBIE BHICOKOIIAPHbIE (Dpasbl.

— A Po66u?! — HEMPOU3BOJIBHO BHIPBAJIOCH Y HEE. 3aT103/1aJ10 3aKPhLIa POT PYKOH — MYIK TSIKEII0
mocMoTpes Ha He€. [TepexBatu pyky, 60y1bHO BeIBepHYJI. [llmenkamu 1o 6e/ipamM IpUHYIUI eé
YCKOPUTH JBUKE€HHE; OHA 3allphbirajia Ha ero WieHe, IpU/iep:K1UBas >KUBOT U C:KaB BHYTPEHHUE
MBIIIEI. VI3MydeHHas, paBHOAYIIIHAA, 3aKPBIB IJ1a3a, JK/1aj1a, KOr/ia MY»K llepecTaHeT U3phIraTh
pyraTeJbCTBa, KOMMHU COIIPOBOXKAJICA €T0 Opra3M, U yoepeT 1mobesieBIre Najblibl ¢ €€ TPYAU B
KpacCHBIX IIATHAX.

IIoxgpyra

KoposieBa paccessnHo HabJI0/1a71a 3a CIIy:KaHKaMHU, YKJI3/IIBAIOIINMHY €€ BEIly, HEBIIOMA/] OTBedast
Ha UX 0eCTOJIKOBBIE BOIIPOCHL. MbIciu e€ ObLIN 3aHATHI BOBCE He 0The3/IoM. Kyzia-To mozieBaiach
JIuHa, BepHO OIATH COOMpAIOIIas CIJIETHU 110 BceMy JIBOPILY, KaK pa3 Kor/ia OHa ObLyia ObI KCTaTHU.
Jensa y>e nochbliasa 3a Hell, Ho HAaWTU Ty He cMOTIJIN. Mosio/ias IpUABOPHAs JaMa, IPUCTaBIeHHAA
K KOpOJIeBe HeZJaBHO, yMeJIo pyKOBOJIUJIa BecesIo IeperopapuBaninuMucs AeBymkamu. Heckosibko
pa3 B3IVIAHYB Ha TOCKJIUBO CMOTPSAIIYIO B OKHO Jlesuty, IeByIlKa ITo/01LIa K Hell.

— Barrre BestuuecTBO, TO3BOJIBTE CKA3ATh.

KoposieBa 6e3yuacTHO TOBEPHYJIACh:

— Ha, 3-53...

— I'padpunsa AmbOep, k ycryraMm Balllero BeJIMUecTBa, — U MPOTAHYJIA el CJI0KeHHBIN JIUCT Oymaru.

«TbI moBepsientb cBoel cimy:xkanke JInHe?» — MpoUTs, HeJloyMeBaroIas /lesia moHsAIa r1a3a Ha
ZleByIIKY. Ta OTKPBITO CMOTpeJIa He He€.

— Bl y3HaeTe nouepk, Ballle BeJIUYeCTBO?

Jla, oHa y3HaJIa, — CKa3aJI1Ch TO/IbI IBOPIIOBOM yueObl, IpoBeieHHbIe psAfoM ¢ Poo6u. [Touepk
U3MEHUJICSA MaJIo.

— OTkyza 3TO y Bac? — ¢ HeJIOBepHUEM.

— fI poacTBeHHUIIA TPUHIIA, OH IPOCUJI IEPEAATH BaM.

Koposib uto-T0 Oypuas npo Ha30WINBYIO POJAHIO, KPYTAIYIOCS IPU ABOPE U TPEOYIOIIYI0
BHUMaHUA... PopcTBeHHUIIA TpUHIA... [lesia 3atymanack: noueMy Po66u cripamuBaert o JIuHe.



— ITouemy? — 03Byumsia OHA CBOY MBICJIH.

— Bamma ciry»xanka He nnpefiana BaMm. OHa CIJIy»KUT... — JAE€BYIIIKA BbIKU/IATEIFHO TOCMOTpeJIa Ha
KOPOJIEBY.

— Moemy My»ky? — momorJia el KopoJjieBa.

— IlpuHI Tak ¥ IpOCWJI BaM nepeZiaTb. MHOTHE 3HAIOT, HO MostdaT. CuuTaercs, 4To 3TO pajiu
Baiero 6siara.

— ITouemy s mO0JKHA BEPUTH BaM? — 33/[yMUHUBO TJIS/A HA AEBYIIKY. — BoT ecotu 6 Po66u cam...

— IToaTomy ero u fep:kaT B3anepTH, 4Tob Bbl He moroopwin. Ero ciryra nepesas 3TOT JINCTOK MHE
KaK ero poZICTBEHHHUIE, UTOO HUKTO He 3a110/103puJI Bac. f cama Bujesna, kak JInHa taiikom
BcTpevaetcs ¢ Byrom u kopoJsiem.

— C Byrom? — He moBepmiia [lesuia. — OHa ke 60uTCs ero 1 HeHaBUAUT. HeT, He MOKeT ObITh!
[Touemy s BbICTYIINBAIO Bce 3T0?! — A I/ie ceifuac Bala ciaykaHka? JacTo Jiu OHa OCTaBJIsSIET Bac U
rcuesaer? Eci KoposieBe yrogHO MPOUTH CO MHOMU, TO s HOnpo0yI0 yOeauTsh Bac...

JIeBYIIIKY TOJIOIIN K OXPAHAEMOMY CTPaKHUKAMH KOPOJIeBCKOMY KabuHety. Cieyst
WHCTPYKIIUAM AMOEp, KOposieBa NpUOIN3UIach, HEPOMKO IIOTOBOPUJIA € COJIIATAMU U
3aJlep>KaBIINCh y JiBepel, Ipuciynasack. TUxue rojoca ¥ cMeX C/IbIIanuch orryaa. Oronas,
JIEBYIIIKY IIPUTAWJINCH 32 YIJIOM. ITocsie Iororo oKuiaHus OHU YBUIEIN: U3 KaOMHeTa BBIIILIH
ckanamuncsa Byt u packpacHesmascsa JInna. Bepauia XJ10mHy1 ZieBUIly 110 337y, YXMbUIBHYBIIHCH U
BOPOBATO OIVISHYBIINCH, OHA MPOUIMBITHYJIA B CTOPOHY IIOKO€B KOPOJIEBBI, TPOMIJIA HAIIPABUJICA B
IIPOTUBONOJIOXKHYI0. CyieIoM pa3iajcsa TPOMKUY IPU3bIB KOPOJIs, OUH CTPAK BOIIIEJI B IOKOM...
JleBylIKu neperyisHyIuch. Bee 5To ObLJIO OUeHBb CTPAHHBIM, €CJIU He cKa3aTh Oostblie. HescHble
JIOTaIKN TECHUJIUCH B roJioBe Jlesibl, mpeBpalasach B CMyTHbIE 107j03peHus. E€ BeuHbI cTpax 3a
Po66u 1 cebs1 — oH kU1 B TOM uucie u 61arogaps Jiune. TiaresspbHO TOATUTHIBAJICA TON M HUKOT/IA
He ocTaBiiss e€. HeapoMm el u3pesika Ka3aaoch, UTo CIy>KaHKa OyZITO UTPAET U aXe MePEUTPhIBAET
B CTPEMJIEHUH 00eperaTh e€, a Ha jieJie elé b6osiee 3amyruBaet. 11 aTo e€ couyBCTBHE, CMaXUBaBIIIee
Ha [MOKa3HOe, TOKa3HbIM U ObLIIO. A OHA caMa He JI0Ta/IbIBAJIAC...

— ITouemy BbI TIOMOTaeTe MHe? — crpocusia Jlesia, korjia oHu Opesi 0O0paTHO B IIOKOU.

— Ero BestnuecTBO KOPOJIb... IPEXKHUM... INac, eMy s 00s13aHa CBOUM CEMENHBIM CUacTbeM, —
IpsMo oTBeTus1a AMbep.

— KT0 Tenepp MOMHHUT MO€ro 06pOro cynpyra? — ropecTHO B3/I0XHYJIa KOPOJIEBa.

— MBI ¢ My»keM IOMHHUM U HUKOT/Ia He 3a0yZieM, — TOPsAY0 MPOoIIenTasa AeBymKa. — Mpl Ha Balien
cropoHe. U emée Pobou.

U [lesie Tak 3ax0TeyIOCh UMETH IMOJIPYTY, HACTOAIYI0, KOTOPON MOKHO JI0BepUThes. Beeraa.

— BbI oKazanuch MOeH MPUIBOPHOU JIAMOH... ? — Hadasa KOpoJieBa.

— Biarogaps Po66u. OH nonpocus Moero cynpyra, 4To0bl TOT yCTPOUJI MeHs K BaM. KopoJib He
BO3paXkasl. MOU My»K €ro pOJ/ICTBEHHUK, ITI03TOMY... — 00BbsICHUIa AMOep.

U Jlesna moBepuiia. OHa ycrasia ObITh O1HA. JleBYIIKY ¢ 00JIeTYeHueM MOXKAJIU APYT APYTY PYKH.

— Byzs o1 mpoksiATa, crepsa! U Toi! Bol 06e... — JInHa He 3HaJIa, KaK eIl[é BBIPA3UTh OXBATHUBIIIEE
e€ GerreHCTBO. TOIBKO YTO KOpOJieBa OOBUHMIIA €€ B Kparke JIParoIlieHHOCTeN, KOTOPYIO OHH C
IIOMOIIbI0 AMOEp caM¥ ¥ ITO/ICTPOJIH.

— Cruuere B 1OJ[BaJjIe, BHL... BbL... — Pa3bSAPEHHYIO CIY>KaHKY, PAa30M OTOPOCHUBIILYIO HAIYyCKHYIO
VYITHUBOCTD, CTPaKa YBOJIOKJIA TPOYb. [leByIIKY M00eTHO IePEryITHYJINCH U, HE CeP>KABIIINCH,
IIPBICHYJIN.

— Manbie s cama. Uaute Ambep u ctacubo BaM.



Kommnpomucce

— U urto 310 3HaUUT?! — 3axsiebpiBasica KpukoM Tubo, pazMaxuBasi pykaMHu rnepej HOCOM KE€HBI. —
TwI ocTaBUIIb €€, HpaBUTCSA Tebe WU HeT!

— JIuHa — BOPOBKa, — YCTaJIO B KOTOPBIH y:Ke pa3 noBTopsa Jlesna. — bpuio 661 pa3ymMHO
HAaKa3aTh €€ KaK CJe/IyeT.

— 9T10 Bce TBoM mITyuku! ThI mokasieenib! — He yHuMaJsica TOT. — I IpUKa3bIBal0 BEPHYTH JEBKY!..

— Ecuu THI BepHeIllb €€, — Me/IJIEHHO Havajia KOpoJieBa, — 51 He pyJaloch 3a €€ 3/I0POBBE ...
JKU3Hb. BAPyT OHA... He mpocHeTcs yrpoM? Tak ObIBaeT, He IIpaBa JId, MUJIBIN?

Ow 3anec pyKy A4 yaapa. OHa oTOpsHyJIa, HO TBEP/IO B3IJIAHYJIA HA My>»Ka. OH MOMeJINT; THEBHOE
BBIpQJKEHHE MOCTENEHHO TOKUHYJIO €0 JIUI0, CMEHUBIIINCH TOHUMAOIIEN YXMbUTKOH. OH
3aX0X0TaJI, IPUTAHYJI ’KEHY U KPEIIKO OOHSIIL.

— TbI monwta 661 HA 3TO? — mportenTaa oH. OHa He OTBOJIMIIA B3IJIAAA. Mep3KOo Y/IBIOHYBIITHUCH, OH
3axXBaTUJI €€ TyObl CBOUMU U JIOJITO MYCOJIHII.

— Mep3aBka, cTepBa, IpsiHb, — MIENTAJ OH MEXK/Y MOLETysIMH, — JIF00JII0 TeDS TAKyI0, XOUy TeOAI. ..

OH mogHAN €€ HAa PYKH U IIOHEC B KOPOJIeBCKHe OKOU. [Tocse Heforoi 60pb0bI, MOOMIPsieMON €TI0
BOCTOp>KEHHBIM «J1a! Tak! maBaii! emé!», oHa BHOBB CZlayIach, U, Jieska Ha OOKY, IIPUIKABIIKCH K €€
CIIMHE, OH OBJIaJIes1 ei. JloBe/s e€ 10 N3HEMOKEHU S UCTYIIEHHBIMU IOIEJTysIMHU, OH ITePEKATUIICS
Ha CIIMHY U, IPUIIOJIHAB €€ U 3aCTaBUB ONUPAThCA HA PYKH, 3a0UJICA B HEN CHUBY.

Jlesia cMOTpesia Ha CBOU KPYTJIBIN *KUBOT, 0OJIaTIaHHBIN €0 BOJIOCATHIMU PYKaMH U PUTMUYIHO
Jlepralomuics, U TATOCTHO Kajia ero pa3paaku. OHa He TOHUMasIa, O0UTCA JIU 32 OyyIero
MJIaZieHIIa. 3a BClo OepeMeHHOCTh OHA TaK U He OIIpe/iesInIach CO CBOUM OTHOIIIEHUEM K HeMy —
pebenky HeHaBUCTHOTO Tr60. [ToMAB €€ BCIOTEBIINE IPY/IH, OH 3aPEBEJT; ETO PYKHU CY/IOPOKHO
3aMETAJIHCh I10 €€ TeJy, IPUMHUHASA KOXKY 10 KpacHOTHI. CITyCTUB MaJIbIbI HA €€ JIOOOK, OH CUJIbHO
pacTsHYJI el HIKHUE TYOKHU, TIPHKaB MOKPBIH KJIUTOP. BCKpukHYB oT 60J1H, [lesia ymana Ha rpyab
Mmy>ka. Tskesto fipimia e B yxo, Tubo mpocwurient:

— Hasemry Te6s Tam. Bygemns x1aTh? — 1, He JI0K/IaBIINCh OTBETA, IOXJIONAJ €€ }KUBOT. — Harr
cbIH... Hacnennuk!

B oxxunmanuu
Oro1wia JIynoi 0Ha, TOJIbKO OKa3aBIINCH B OJHOM U3 KOPOJIEBCKUX 3aMKOB JJaJIEKO OT My’Ka.3a
JKUBOT U mobpesia o6paTHO B 3aMoK. OOecriokoeHHas e€ cie3amu, AMOep pacckasaa e, yto Tubo
0CcBOOOINII OpaTa, ¢ TEM YTOOBI TOT CPOUHO OTOBLI 3a FPAHUILY IIPOAOJIKATh yueby. Po60u mpormasics
c Hell — noHs1a Jlesta. Bekope oHa posuiia ieBouky. HexxesraHHBIN peOGeHOK
Jloub ObL7Ia HEMHOTO TTOX02a Ha Tr60, HO KOpoJIeBa He MPHUAia 3TOMY OOJIBIIIOTO 3HAUEHUS — OHA
oJIF00MITa MaJTBITIKY. TO, yero oHa 6osjiach, He MPOU3OIILJIO — OHA He IepeHecsa Ha pebeHKa
HeNPUA3Hb K My>Ky. MaTepuHCKHe 4yBCcTBa Bo3001azanu B [lesiie, ¥ oHa Hacjlaxkaaaach umu. U3
KOPOJIEBCKOT'O IBOPIIA HUKTO He eXaJl ¢ M03/IpaBJIeHUSAMH, HO € 3TO TOJIbKO pazioBasio. boJibie
MecAIa HUYTO He HAPYIIaJIO CYaCThs MOJIOAOU MaTepu. BepHas AMOep TOJIBKO pajioBajiach, T
Ha BO3POAUBIIYIOCS TIOJIPYTY.

Tr60 MOAXOAUII K JKeHe KpaAyIeics: TOXOIKOU, He IIpe/IBelaBIiell Huuero xopoirero. Ha ero
sre Oy aasia ornacHas yemennka. Kopmsmas nouky [esta u Am6ep nepersisinyauck. [logpyra
IJ1a3aMU CIIPOCHJIA, YTO JIeJIaTh; KOPOJIEBA B PACTEPSIHHOCTU KauHyJIa TOJI0BOU. AMOep
MIOKJIOHWJIACH, O2KU/Ias yKa3aHuil; /lesia 6eclioOMOIIHO CMOTpeJIa Ha CJIaJ/IKO UMOKAIOIIETO
MJIaZieHIIa. Takoe ke roJIoZlHOe BhIpa:KeHNe OHA yJIOBUJIA BO B3IJIA/IE MYy»Ka, BHOBb IIO/THAB IJIa3a.
Tub60 MeneHHO 0001IIesT BOKPYT *KeHbI, HAMEPEHHO He IJIA/A Ha /109b. [IoTOM czies1a BroHe



OIIpe/ieJIeHHBIN JKecT pyKol — BoH. [TocnentHo B34B MiazeHna, AM6ep Boiuia. Koposib HApouuTo
JIEHUBBIM IIaroM MPUOJIU3UIICA BIUIOTHYIO U CTOSLI, pacKauynBasich Ha Kabyykax. BHe3amHbIl yap
OBaTWJI JleJuTy Ha 110J1; HATHYBIIIUCH HA/l HEH, MY>K OWJI 1 OWMJI €€ 1o JIUILy, IIee, IIedaM.

— [psHb, THHWIAA yTpoba, cyka! — BOIMWII OH, OTIHycKas orieyxu. — ['7ie Mou cerH!? Thl KOTO
ponunal?

— TBoe cems! TBos mous! — cyrabo 3amuiianach KoposeBa. — B uem most BuHa!?

Kopoub pacxosiniics Bee Iylile; OH U caM IIOHUMaJl, UTO BbIMeIllaeT Ha >KeHe 37100y 3a Bce: 32 eé
paBHOIyIIINE, JTI0O0BH K OpaTy, 32 CBOI0 HEHABUCTh K HEMY, COIIEPHUKY, IIYCTh U TAIEKOMY, HO
TakoMy Os1u3koMy eil. HuueMm He c/iep>KUBaeMblil THEB ITOTHSAJ B HEM BOJIHY ITOXOTH, cefyac ke
TpeboBaBIel yZioBIeTBOpeHUs1. Kak HU BUHOBaTa ObLIa Iepes; HUM 3Ta CTPOITHBAsA J€BUOHKA,
POIVB HEHY>KHYIO JIOUb U PA3bSAPUB €T0, TOJIBKO OHA BJIaJIeJIa BCEMU €ro MOMbBICJIAMHU, TOJIBKO BUSA
€€, OH BOCILJIAMEHSJICA 0€30 BCAKOU U3JIUIITHEH ITOMOIIIH.

CrpemJieHre Haka3aTh, CMEIIAHHOE C TOXOTHIO, 3aCTABUJIO €T0 MOATAIIUTE €€, U30UTYIO, K CTEHE.
ITpuxartas coUHOM K IVIAZIKOMY IIEJIKY 00MBKY, Jlesia, Kak MOrJjia, yIupasaach pyKaMu B ero
BBICTYNAIOIIHI KUBOT U MOJIHBIE Oe/ipa, TOKa OH, HABUCHYB HaJ| HEH, CITycKaJs mTaHbl. CJIOMUB
OTYASHHBIU IPOTECT U CUJION OTKPHIB € POT, OH BTOJIKHYJI B HETO BsAJIbIN WieH. OHa IOIbITaIach
VKYCHTB €T0, TOT/Ia OH 00eMMHU pyKaMU IIPUHSIIICS JIyIIUTD €€.

— TBos /10ub BEDKUBET 0€3 TeOsI, KaK JIyMaellb? — BIIOJI3 €l B YXO AIOBUTHIN IIENOT My»ka. TyT ke
BCIIOMHIJINCH JIpYTHE yTPO3hI: « Byaents nociynrHa — Pob0u poKUBET I0JITr0».

Ona ypoHMWIa PyKH U 3aKHBaJjia TOJI0BOU... ClIeuB pyKH Ha e€ 3aThlIKe, THO0 METOAUUHO 00T
€€ pOT, YI0BJIETBOPEHHO OIIYI[as HA MOKPOM CTBOJIE IPUATHOE TEILJIO €€ MATKUX I'y0. OHU
C:KMMaJIU YeH He CWIBHO U He ¢y1a00, a TaK, KaK OH Hay4uWJI eé 3a BpeMs ux 6paka. OH BHOBb
c/leJIaeT e€ MOCIYITHOM, KaK TOT/a, Kak Oy/ieT Beerzia. E€ perysisipHble, HO KPATKOBPEMEHHBIE OYHTHI
TOJIBKO IPUAI0T HEOOXOAUMYIO OCTPOTY CYIIPY>KECKHUM OTHOIIEHUAM U SBJISIOTCA KaK pa3 TeM, YTo
O0JIBIIIE BCETO OH B Hell yito6uT. KopoJsib ocTaHbIBaEeT, IBMKEHUS ero Oe/iep YCKOPSIOTCs, MOKPBIH
YIEeH C XJIIOTIaHBEM CKOJIB3UT IO €€ A3BIKY. /1 BOT, HaKOHeIl, 0HAa TOPOILIMBO IJIOTAET BA3KYIO
crepMy, IUIEMIyIyocs B ropse. Koposb J0BOJIBHO IEPEBOIUT AyX U ILTIOXAETCS HA KPOBATh YKEHBI,
He 3aCTerHyB IITAHOB.

ITo ero nprkasy NpuUroToBjieHa BaHHA: KOPOJIb JKeJlaeT OT/IOXHYTh, YCTaB ¢ oporu. OTIyCTUB CIIYT,
eMy IpUCITYKUBaeT keHa. O7ieTas B JIETKYI0 COPOYUKY, /leJiyia TpeT CTynHU My»Ka, CU/d Ha OOpTHUKe
60716111011 OBTbHOM BaHHBL. TubO OGs1aKEHCTBYET B TEIIOU BOJIE, ITOJI0KUB HOTU HA KOJIEHU JKEHE.
OH B MUPHOM HACTpOE U JKaKJIeT 3aKpeIIeHUs] CEeMEeMHON MAW/UTNY, He oOpalas BHUMaHUs Ha
IIeYaIb KOPOJIEBHI.

— Wpnu ko MHe, — TAHET €€ B BAaHHY, — HET, CHUMM...

Omna ycTpanBaeTcsi HalIpOTUB HET0, HO MY»K C IIPUTOPHOM YJIBIOKOU TSHET €€ B CBOU O0BATHA.

— Kaxk xopormo! — 3apbIBaeTcs B €€ BoyIoChl. — ThI CJIaIKO TTaXHEITb... He BoITyckas ObI TEOA. .
Teneps He oTIy1Ly!

OH Ba)KHO pa3IJIaroJbCTBYET O TOM, YTO HACTAJIO BpeMs el BepHYThCA KO IBOPY U KaK IpeX/e CTaTh
ero ykpauleHueM. 1 1aputh pazocts cBoeMy My»Ky. Ha cjioBax «3a4aTh Haiiero ceiHa» /lesia
OYHYJIACh:

— 3auarp?... MHe Hy?KHO HEMHOTO OT/IOXHYTb ITOCJIe poioB. fI xoTesia ObI OCTaThCA 3/1€Ch, XOTSA OBI
HeHa 10/1r0. Ham X0OpoIIo TyT ¢ J0YKO. ..

Ona moyyBCTBOBaJIa, KaK HANPATIOCh Tesio Tubo, TecHO mpuzkaToe K Heil. Ho Ha celi pas Tot
crepxasics. Ero o0baATHA, 60IbIIIE HATTOMUHAIOINUE TUCKH, CTAIU KPEITyue.



— Ts1 BepHemnibes co MHOM. Cyp0a 3TOi... TBOEH /Iouepu MeHs He UHTepecyeT. MHe Hy>KeH Halll
CBIH, ¥ [IOCKOPEE, — POBHBIM '0JIOCOM ITPOU3HEC OH U JIU3HYJI €€ yXO.

Ero pykwu 6ity>kaasu 1o tesy JeJuisl, TIaAuiIu U IyTajJu HallOJTHEHHBIE MOJIOKOM TPY/IU, CXKUMaJIA
[JIAJIKUH JIOOOK, HOTHUPAJIH CKJIAJIKU BarMHBL. My:K MBIXTEJI Bce TPOMUE, He OTBJIEKAsICh Ha
BCXJIMITIBIBAaHUA KEHBI, BOJIA IUIECKAJIACH Uepe3 Kpail BAHHBI.

— TBou ryOKU Takue HeXKHbIE... fI3bIY0K TaKOM JIOBKUM... — PACKPACHEBIINUCH OT €€ OJIU30CTH,
IIENTAJI OH, 3aIlyCKas MaJIbIIbI B € Biaranuile. — fI cockyumics... He mory 6e3 Tebs.

C rymoM BcTaB M3 BOJIBbI, OH MTHOBEHHO IIOBEPHYJI €€ K CBOUM HOT'aM U, CXBaTUB 32 BOJIOCHI,
CTYKHYJI HaIPS>KEHHBIM WIEeHOM eil 1o juity. OHa e/iBa ycIiesia pacKpbITh POT, KaK COJIEHOe CeMS
PAacTeKJIOCH MO A3BIKY.

— Crenyroriee IOTeYET B TBOE JIOHO, — OT/IyBasiCh, PHIKHYJI MYK.

Onu yexau JOMOH B 3TOT 2Ke ZieHb. Jlouky 3a6pajia AMbep, yBepuB KOPOJIEBY, UTO C TOU Bce OyZeT B
MOpsA/IKe. YoKe OHAIIpacHy He IU1avyIa /lesia ropecTHO pa3MBblIILIAIA 110 IOPOre IOMOU, KakK el
JKUTh JaJIbIIIe.

Jloma

[TepBBIM, KOTO OHA BCTPETUJIA IIPU ABOPE, ObLT ByT; ceituac oH obpeTtasics npu jomazaax. B yects
BEPHYBIIIEICSA KOPOJIEBBI ObLT yecTpoeH mpueM. Ciryiias MHOTOYHCIIEHHbBIE PEYU B YECTH CUACTIIMBOMN
KOPOJIEBCKOH 4eThl, /lesiyia HacTopoKeHHO Habogaia, kak Trubo HakaunBaeTcss BUHOM.
KoposieBckue mpuxsebaTesiv U caMy He OTCTaBAJIM OT XO35IMHA, TaK UTO CKOPO MPHUEM IIPeBPaTUIICS
B IIbsIHYI0 oprui0. Kor/a no/iBpIMUBIIINE IPUABOPHbBIE HAYAIU 33/IUPATh I00KU CIy:KaHKaM, [lesia
yIIlJIa B CHAJIBHYIO.

Pa30yauiu e€ moTHBIE PYKH My’Ka, B OeCops/IKe IIapUBIIHe 110 nocTeau. CHIBHO MepenuBIInig,
OH HUKAK He MOT CJIQIUTh C HEN M, CKATUBIIKCH C KPOBATHU IIOCJIE €€ ThIUKA, IIPUIIIEJT B OEIIeHCTBO.

— Byt! — 3apeBest 0H, U TOT TYT ke MOABUJICA, OY/ITO MOMKUAI 32 IBEPhI0. V1 TOT JaBHUI KOIIIMap
MTOBTOPUJICS.

— Iloxkaseenib... O60 BceM IOKAIEEITD... — HOPMOTAT MY, IIOKA OHU Pa3/IeBAJIN €€ U CBSA3bIBAIU
pyku. [TogBecus e€ Ha mep:kaTesib i dakesa, IMKO X0x04a, THOO OIyCTUICA K €€ HOraM BIUJICS
MOKPBIM PTOM €l B IPOMEKHOCTh. BphIKatoliytocs, e€ mpiuxai k cebe ByT, mo/IxBaTUB 110/, KOJIEHU.
U1 BHOBb, KaK TOT/Ia, OHA €/IBa HE 00e3yMeria OT HaCUJIUs HaJ| HEXKHOH 110Thi0. Kazasoch He Oyzer
KOHIIA yTOMUTEJIbHOMY YaBKAaHBIO €T0 PTa, TOKA OH JIN3aJI, KycaJl, COCaJL...

Korpa, moHABIINCH € KOJIEH, OH IIEPEXBATUII €€ y JleTeHepaTa 1 Haca/IuJjl Ha B3/IbI0JIEHHBIHN CTBOJI,
OHAa He UCIIbITaIa 00JIerYe U, TOJILKO 00JIb U TATOCTHOE BO30OYykAeHUe. Trnbo, Kazanock, He
oOparmas BHUMAHUSA Ha CIIYTY, JIATIAIOIIETO KEHY € JIOBOJIbHBIM MbIUaHUEM. A OHA MBITAIACh
Ope3rsIuBO COPOCUTH C Ce0ST PYKH TOTO, B3Z[paruBas BceM TesioM. Korsia Koposib ¢ IbsTHBIM CTOHOM
KOHYMJI B He€, C3a/11 MOSACHUILY 3110 ceMA Byra. OHa 3akpryasa 1 MHCTUHKTHUBHO I1OJIaJIach K
MY>KY, KOTOPbIM HUUero He 3aMeTHUII.

CoBepIiieHHO U3MYUYeHHOM, el y»ke ObLJIO Bce PaBHO, ITIOKA €€ OTBA3bIBAJIN, IOKA MyUYUTETU
BO30Y>K/1a)1H ceOs1 IpAMO Tepey] e€ unoM. E€ MIBBIPHYJIN Ha KPOBATh, U CKAJTUBIIUICA UAUOT
IIPHIKAJT €€ TOJIOBY K MpocThIHU. CKBO3B I1eJIeHy cile3 U 0e3pas3Inyus OHa OIIyIaia, kak Tubo,
KPEIKO OXBAaTUB e€ Oe/ipa, BBUHUYMUBAETCS MeXK e€ AroAuIl. [[eByIka 3aKycuia ryoy, 4rob He
3aKpUYaTh OT 6OJIN U OOUBI, U 3aCTOHAJIA TOJIFKO, KOT/Ia MY?K PE3KUM TOJTYKOM 3arHaJl YieH B eé
3a]1 Ha BCIo I1yOuHy. [ToToM OHa ITOYTH HUYETO He cooOparkasia, IT0Ka OH OMJICS B Hel OeIleHbIMH
ckaukamu. [Touemy-To B 5TOU HempeKpalamelcs BaKXxaHINY eé TaMATh COXpaHWIa 3BOHKHUE
yZaphbl ero JJIMHHOM MOIIOHKHU IO e€ JIUIIKOU OT cliepMbl BaruHe. I eli€ Mep3Kue Jambl



cJ1aDOYMHOTO HEro/iss1, BTUXOMOJIKY II[yTIaBIIEro e€.
To/IbKO OJTHO CITACsI0 XpaMNAIIero psioM My»Ka OT e€ KeJJaHUs IPUAYIIUTD ero



