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Ot aBTOpa: DTOT pacckas, KaK U BCe JIpyrue, KUIUT paHTazepcKUMH pudaMu U HUPP-KOHTEHTOM.
Ho, uTo moxenats, ecyiu cyapba Mosi Takass. MeHs 1mopa Jimbo OKOHYATETbHO OKYHYTh B MUp @yppwu,
60 U3IeunTh OT 3TOr0. HO 3TO COBCceM nipyras uctopus... [IpuIio Bpems pacckasaTh KOe-4To O
11aHete baaT — Mecre, r71e :KUBYT cyiiecTBa Keepkcebl (ymoMuHaHue 0 HUX ecTh B KHHO «The
Visitors»). E€ Henb3s1 yBU/IETH, HA HEE HEJTB3S MOTACTh, HO IeMOHBI KacireiTa pasrafgaau aTy TauHy
Y TI09TOMY Ha3BaJId 5TO MeCTO YTOIIUA, UTO C A3bIKa JleMOHOB KacireliTa nmepeBoauTcs Kak «Paii».
U nelicTBUTEIFHO, HA3BAHUE ONPABABIBAET CAMY CYThb.

Kcepxcbl — cyrecTBa HeOOBIUYHBIE. FIX TOPMOHBI ITO3BOJIAIOT BUIETH BMECTO YEPHO-3€JIEHOU
IIPOPE3NHEHHON IVIAHETHI HacToAIuN pail. Ho, ecTh jiojkKa erTs Bo BceM 3ToM. OHU He JII00AT,
KOT/Ia UX ITPU3BIBBI K COUTHUIO UTHOPHUPYIOT. BOT TOT/1a ¥ HAUMHAaeTCs M3HACUJIOBAHUE, a
BIIOCJIEZICTBUY U HEXKeJIaTeIbHbIE 0epEMEHHOCTH JIJTMTETHLHOCTHIO B IBA C IOJIOBUHOU MecsAna (/U1
JIeMOHa JIa’Ke IBa Mecsilia MHOT0). Ho, MBI OTBJIEKJINCH, IO3TOMY IIEpeHeceMCsl HEHa[0JITO B
Kacireir.

Hap ropogom HaBucsa riayOokast HOUb. [laiic, mepenoJTHeHHbBIN TOP/IOCThIO 3a cebsl, BO3BpAIaJICs
JIOMOU B HA/IEXK/IE, UTO €T0 HE CTAHYT CETOHS 33/IEPKUBATh Pa3roBOPaMH, a cpasy JaayT eMy
nocnath. Ha ero miede Bucesa cyMka ¢ KaMepoi, B KOTOPOU XpaHUIUCH JIIOOUTETbCKIE BUJIEO U
dortorpadun cekcyaspbHOTO Xapaktepa — Jlalic yBieKkascs 3TUM, U HEIJIOXO Ha 3TOM 3apabaThIBaI.
[TepecTynuB mopor AomMa, IEMOH CIIOKOMHO TTOJIOXKIJI CYMKY Ha KOMIIBIOTEPHBIN CTOJI U TOTIIET
cnaTth. OH OBLI Y?KacHO paJi TOMY, YTO CETO/IHS BCE 000IILIIOCHh O€3 CKAH/IAJIOB — €T0 POJAUTENH YIKe
CIIJTH.
3akpbIB 1J1a3a, Jlaiic 3acHys1. EMy CHHIOCh, KaK OH CTaJl HEKUM 110/1001eM Mara orHsi. /[[leMoH He
yBJIEKAJICS MaTruel, HO ObIBAJIO, UTO CHBI 3TOT (DaKT ompoBepraiu. Mar ObLT OfIeT B
KpacCHO-OpaHKeBoe OfiesTHUE, a KaXK/bIU ero IIar myckas cCHOl ucKp. HeoxxuaaHnHo, 3eMJIA TIO7,
Jlaiicom ncuessia, ¥ OH HavaJs NaZilaTh B YeEPHOTY, KOTOpasi BCKOpe IpeBpaTUWjIach B IPOPE3NHEHHYIO
IIOYBY YEPHOTO IIBETA C OTOIECKAMU SIPKO-3€JIEHOTO.

— I'me aTo s1? — cripocuut Jlatic, cTpAXHYB C IL1aia napy uckp. — Hey»keinu, 510 TO, 0 4€M A [ymaro?

OrsisizeBIINCh, IEMOH He CMOT OTBETUTH Ha CBOM BOIpoOC. 3aTo, HallleJI CYIecTBO, 1o popMe Tesa
HAIIOMHUHABIIIYIO JIEBYIIIKY, HO OHA ObLJIa TAKOTO JKe I[BeTa, YTO U rmousa. OieTa oHA ObLIa CIUIITKOM
JIETKO — TOII, KOTOPBIU €eJIe CAePKUBAJI TPY/Ib JE€BYIIKH, H IIIOPTUKH, KOTOPBIE XOPOIIIO TaK
00TATUBAIHU €€ TIOTIKY, UTO OBbLI BUJIEH IIPOMEKYTOK MEXK/Ty AroaunaMu. J[aric ObLI IOTJIONIEH 3TOU
KPacoTOU, II03TOMY ITO/IOIIE K JIEBYIIIKE.

— 3apaBcTBYH, KpacaBuila — ckasain [lavic, mogoiasa. — He xouenrs O3HAKOMUTBCS ?

JleByIlIKa XUXUKHYJIa, OTYET0 OUEePTAHUA HEN3BECTHOTO MECTA CTAIU UCUE3AaTh, HO CTaJT
IIPOSIBJISTBCSA COBCEM JPYTOH mer3ak. Bokpyr Ob110 Bee ckazouHo. Tam, T71e paHbIle He ObLIO
JlepeBbEB — OHU MOSBUJINCH. TaM, I/ie paHblile He ObLIO HUYETO — MOSBHJINCHh KPaCHUBBIE 3/IaHUS,
MOIIleHasA KAMHEM JIOpoTa MeK/1y HUMH, a TaM, T/le paHbllle CTOsJIa CEKCAallUIbHAasA KPacoTKa, CTOsIa
BOJIIIIEOHUIIA, OJIETAsA B TAKOE JKe ofiessHHe, UTo U Jlaiic, HO OTTeHKOB cHer0. OT Heé Besiyio
xoJiofoM. U Toraa 1eMoH MOHSJI, Ky/la ero cyAb0a 3akuHysIa — 5T0 ObLyIa Ta caMas YTOIHUA, TO €CTh
«Paii».

— ¥X TbI, HEIUIOXO0, — cKal3as Jlaiic, 9yBCTBYs, UTO KPaCHEET.

JleByIlIKa CHOBA XUXUKHYJIa U IPOU3HECIA:



— ITokaxku MHe CBOIO UCTUHHYIO MOIIb, Mar OrHs. BerpeTuMcest B MoeM 3aMKe — M OHA yKasajia Ha
KPEeNnoCTb, CTOSIBIIIYIO HA BEPIITUHE BO3JIE TOPOKA.

Bcemplnka, cormpoBosKiaeMas pa3jaeToM CHEXKWHOK, U JIEBYIIKH KaK He ObIBas1o. Jlaiic yxe
IIPEICTaBUJI, KaK IIPOXOUT Uepe3 JIOBYIIIKHM 3aMKa TOJILKO PN ceKca ¢ Hel. B ero ku3Hu ObIBaIN
CJIydau, KOT7la eMy IIPUXOINJIOCH UATH Ha TAaKHE KEPTBBI, HO BOT UTOOBI Pajik cexca?

— YTO0 He rOBOPH, a A He CTAHY Jla’Ke PUCKOBATh — IIPOU3HEC JIEMOH, CMOTPSA Ha 3aMOK. MBICJIb O
TOM, HAaCKOJIbKO XOJIOTHO €€ TeJI0 BO30y:K/1ajia ero CUJIbHEE, YeM caM BU/I J€BYIIIKH.

U on nomen k 3aMKy. Carroru mpooJkaau pa3dpackiBaTh CHOIIBI HCKP ITPU KaXK/IOM IIare, HO 3TO
HUYEero He 3HAYMUJIO — Bce BOKPYT He TOPeJsIo, U 3To I1aBHOoe. OKa3aBIINCH Ilepe] apKoii, 3a KOTOPOU
ObL1a JIECTHUIIA, BeIyIasi HaBepX K 3aMKY, JEMOH OCTAaHOBUJICS U ITOyMaJI:

«Her, s1 He cTaHy 3TOTO /ie1aTh. fl MOTY MPOCTO HAIIPOCTO MOTHOHYTH ITPOCTO CIIOTKHYBIIIHCH O
KaMeHb. XO0Ts... OHa — Kcepka. Eciu s IpOUTHOPUPYIO €€ IIPeJIJIOKEHHE, TO MEHS KJIET OOJIbIIIE,
4yeM CeKC».

[Toymas o 6osbiieM, Jlatic B3APOTHYJ ¥ HaYaJI CBOUM moabeM o JiectHurle. CTylieHbKa 3a
CTYIIEHbKOM, IPOJIET 3a IIPOJIETOM, OH MPHUOJIMKAJICA K KpernocTy. yKejlaHre MoYyBCTBOBATH XOJIO/
TeJia IEBYIIIKH HAKOHEI] JIOCTUTJIO CBOETO MUKA, U JIEMOH Jla’Ke He CTaJl OCTAaHABJIUBATHCA TEPE]]
BOPOTaMH, YTOOBI XOPOIIIEHBKO Bce 00ymMaTh. HeT, eMy XoTesioch cekca.

Boiizis B 3aMOK, IeMOH He BCTPETUJI HU OJTHOU JIOBYIIIKH. B 3aMKe ITpaKTHYEeCKH HUYETo He ObLIO,
KpOMe CTPaCTHOTO I'oJioca JIEBYIIIKH, KOTOpas »K/iajia ero.

— Win... KO MHE... paCTOIH... CBOEU CHJIOH... — JJOHOCUJIOCH CBEPXY YPBIBKAMH. ITOT T'OJIOC
pasJjieTasics OT CTEHBI K CTeHe, mpusieTas B ymru Jlatica. ToT Hallles JIECTHUITY U CTasI IIOTHUMATHCA.
OpnuH nposiet, BTopou. [Ipoiiasa ABaAIaTh MPoJIETOB, JEMOH BbIZIOXC, a eIle Yepes3 MPOJIETOB AECATD
cTas u30aBJIATHCS OT OJ1ek/1bl. CHaUas1a OH CKUHYJI ¢ cebsi carory, J1aB MPoxJjiaxy HoraM. 3aTemM —
Haku/Ky. Korja ot ofiessHIs Mara orts ocTaJIuCh JIMIIb TYHUKA U IIITaHbl, /[alic He 3aMeTH, Kak
okazasics epes iBepbio. OTKPBIB €€, OH OKa3aJjicsl B KOMHaTe, KOTopas ObLila TAKOH ke CHHEBATOM
KaK ¥ BECh 3aMOK, U 3aJITa COJTHEYHBIM cBeTOM. [lepesr ABephIo ObL1a OoJIbIIas IByXCHATbHAS
KpOBAaTh, I7le, IIPEABKYIIIasl yI0BOJIbCTBUE U TEILIO, JIEXKaJIa AEBYIIIKA, KOTOpas ObLyIa B TOM JKe, B
4eM U yIIuia.

— HakoHen-To Tbl mpuilies1, — IPOU3HECIA OHA, BCTAaB C KPOBATH, — IIPUCA/b, OT/IOXHH IIOKA. A g
MIOZITOTOBJIIOCH cCaMa.

Haiic moguuHMiIcs. [1ot ctekan pyabamu, y JeMOHA ObLIa cephe3Hast oabIKka. KoHeuHOo, MpOUTH
IIPAKTUYECKH IIATH/IECAT IIPOJIETOB 0€e3 MEPEbIIIKA — He KaK/bIH JIEMOH OCHJIUT. TeM BpeMeHeM,
JIEBYIIIKa-KCEPKa CHUMAaJIa CBOE O/iesTHHE BOJIIIEOHUITBI, IIPU 3TOM CTapaiach KaK MOKHO CHJIbHEe
BO30y/INTh CBOEro mapTHEpa. [lapeHb CMOTpeJI, KaK yIaja CHauaia HaKuKa, 3aTeM TYHHKA, a ITOCJIe
U Bce ocTayibHOe. Tenepp mepes HUM CTOsiIa aOCOTIOTHO Harasi BOJIIIEOHUIA, KOTOpas yKajlach He TO
OT X0JIOZ]a, HE TO OT CTPACTH.

Ona noponuia k Jlaiicy, paccrertysia ero TYHUKY U COpBaJjia €ro IMITaHbl. YBU/IEB, UYTO MPATAJIOCH MO/
HUMH, JIeByIIIKa Heca0o Tak Bo3Oyamaachk. OHa B3sJ1a YieH JleMOHa B CBOM IPY/IM U Hadyajia BOJUTh
MU I10 BCeH IJIMHE WieHa, CXKUMas ero Kak MOKHO cuiibHee. JleMOH 3a7ip0XKaJl, ero PyKU TSAHYJIUCHh
K roJ1oBe JieByInKH. Ho oHa, kak Oy/ITO ITOH:AJIa er0 HaMEePEHUs U CTajla MeJJIEHHEE YI0BJIETBOPATD
€ro rpyZIsiMU, YTOOBI ycrieBaTh OOJIM3HYTh OTOJIEHHYIO TOJIOBKY WwieHa.Kcepka mmocTtaHbIBasia, y:ke
HaYMHAJIa MCTEeKaTh COKaMu. Jlaiic OIMyCTHIICS K BaTWHE U ITPOIOJIXKIJT JIACKH SI3BIKOM, BCAChIBast
coku ieBymku. OT mepeBo30yKeHs1, OHA CHaYaJIa cyKajia TOJIOBY JIEMOHA HOTaMH, a KOT/[a Opra3M
MIO/ICTYIIAJI, CTaJIa OTTAJIKUBATh €TI0, HO OBLIO MTO3JHO — JIEMOH KYCHYJI €€ 3a KJIUTOP M OHA KOHYMJIa



CKBHPTOM IIPSIMO €My B POT U 6€e3 CHJI yrayia Ha KpoBaTh. /laiic HAaIpOTUB PN CJIN3aTh BCE COKU,
TEM CaMbIM 3aCTaBUB JIEBYIIIKY KOHUHTH €Ille MATH Pas.

C KaXxpIM pa3oM, KOMHAaTa IepecTaBaia ObITh IOX0KEH Ha KOMHATY, a JIeBYIIIKa IepecTaia
ITOXO/INTh Ha BOJIIIIEOHUITY. B/TOBOJIb HATJIOTABIINCH COKOB, IEMOH ITOHSJI, UTO ITOPA IMMEPEUTH K
TOMY, K Y€MY TOT JIaBHO XOT€JI IEPEUTH, HO B ITOCTIETHUN MOMEHT OTKA3aJICH.

«Her, mycTh OT/IOXHET OT JIaCK, a TO COBCEM HE CMOJKET JBINIATh» — MoAyMaJt Jlalic u OTIIOJ3 OT
BaruHbBI KCEPKU.

OnHa npojoJKasia TAXKeJIo AbIATh, HIOTUPasi CBOM COCKU. JlbIXaHue TOXO0UI0 Ha IbIXaHUe
BO30YKZI€HHOTO JIpaKoHa. JleByIIIKa IMOTAHYJIaCh PyKOU K TYMOOUKE U B3s1J1a C HEE MAJIOUKY.

— IMomotisiy... KO MHE... MOOJIMKe — 3aJIpIXasiCh, CKa3ayia OHa.

JIeMOH TIo/011Ie)T U OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CIIBIIIATh €. BosmeOHuIIa JTUIITh CTYKHYJIa
€ro MaJIOYKOH U TOJIOKUIIA €€ 00paTHO.

— Ait! — npousHec /laiic, moTupas 3aTbUIOK.

OH He MOHsJI, 32 YTO ero yaapuiau. JleByIka, mepeBe/isi AyX, BcTajla Ha YeTBEPEHbKHU, OTKPBIBAS
niepen Jlaiicom CBOIO aHAJIBHYIO ABIPKY.

— Xouelb no-KecTue? — CIPOCUJI JIEMOH, TOTJIAKUBAs TIOIKY.

Kcepka KuBHYyJIa M IPUTOTOBUJIACH OIMYIIATh €0 WieH BHyTpU. Ho, OH He cTajl pacTpauynBaThCsA
BpeMeHeM Ha 3T0. JloBeas cebs /10 IIpeiopra3mMa, OH MPUOJIHN3UIICA YWIEHOM JOCTaTOYHO OJIU3KO K
aHaJIy, ¥ KOCHYJICS €r0 TOJIOBKOU. [I0TOM HaIIOJIOBHHY BCTAaBUJI €T0, 4 BCKOPE PE3KO BOIIIEJ B TIOIIKY,
OTJIACUB CTEHBI (WJIU y2Ke JIECHOU MacCUB) CBOMM CTOHOM Opra3Ma, IOX0KHUM Ha NTUYNN KPUK.

«OTtkyna TyT nTuna?» — noaymarn Jlaric, korga ynasa Ha 3emutio. OTJisizieB cebs1, OH He IIOBEPUIT
cBouM rs1azam. OH ObLT yoKe He IEMOHOM, a OTHEeHHOU nituleid ®eHukcom. [JIsIHYB Tyza, rae Obl1a
JIeBYIIIKa, OH YBU/IEJI JIUIIIb aHTPOTIOMOPMHBIN BapyuaHT JipakoHa BunTtep BatiBepHa. (/la, s1 3Hat0,
YTO 3TO OTCHIJIKA K Jl0Te, HO Be/b BHI YIKe 3HAeTe, Kakue y MeHs (paHTazuu?). OHa MOJHAIACS,
MaxHYB CBOMM XBOCTOM. YBH/IEB TO, 4YeM cTas Jlaiic, oHa 00OJIM3HYJIACh, ITOJIONLIA K HEMY B
TIOTJIAJIMJIA 10 TOJIOBE.

— Hy, moii nepuaTtseiii Apyr? ['0TOB moKa3aTh MHE CBOIO UCTUHHYIO CHITY?
deHVKC KUBHYJI. BuUBepHa COTHYJIaCch, M CTOSI Ha pyKaxX U HOTaX CTajia »K/1aTh CBOeH yJacTtu. Jlaic
Mo7|JIeTesI K HEN, KOTTUCTBIMH JIallaMU C)KaB €€ TOIIKY, U CO BCEN CHUJIbI BOTHAB B HEE CBOU UJIEH.

— Tako# ropsAYnii — cKka3ajia BUBEpHa, HaOJI0/1as1 3a crapaHuAMU (peHukca. ToT BroHsICsA 10
TIOJTHOU.

OmHa sipIIajia TSKEJIO M OXJIaKAajia CBOMM JIBIXaHHUEM 3eMJTIO 10T Hell. /laticy ObL1o Hey100HO
TpaxaTh BallBEpHA, Oy/Iydu NTHUIIEH. XBOCT TaK U HOPOBUJI COUTH €T0, YTO €My ITPUXOIUIOCH KpeIye
Jlep;KaThes 3a e€ 3aauulty. Ho, Hatizist yrpaBy XBOCTY, AeMOH (a TouHee, PeHUKC) yBepeHHEee IT1eJT K
CBOEH eI — JI0BECTH KCePKY (a TouHee, BaiiBepHa) /10 oprazma. Jlaiic mpubaBu TeMil.

— a, caenati aTo! Ilokopu MeHs... CUJION CBOETro OTHsI! — IMPOCTOHAJIA KCEPKA, IBUTASICh B TAKT
JIBIDKeHUAM (heHHnKcea.

O npoaoszkan npubapaAThs TeMIl. Kazasoch, 4To 3TO JIJTUTCS BEUHOCTh, HO Opra3M HaJaJl
MOZCTYTIATh.

— fI y»ke 4yBCTBYIO TBOH CKOPBIHA TpuyM®. Cries1ail TO, K UeMy Thl CTPEMUIIIBCSA U OCBOOOIHCH.

«Hy Bce, ecyti 3TO MPOJOJIKUATCS, TO s1 HE CMOTY YUTH OTCIOZIa, HE TIOBTOPUB BCE C CAMOT'0 Havasa»
— nyman Jlatic, Tepsisi BCAKOE JKeJIaHU€e ITPO/I0JIKATh.

BuBepHa yyBcTBOBasIa cJ1abMHY CBOETO ITIEPHATOTO KaBajepa, U IBUTAIACH YKe He B TaKT, a
HaBcTpedy. DeHUKC OUYBCTBOBAJI CHJIY M CTaJI TPAXaTh €€ TaK ObICTPO, YTO UCKPHI, CHITTABIIHECS C



ero TeJsia, He YCIIEBAJIN OIyCTUTBHCA HUKE eTo TeJia.

— Yyyx. [laaaaa! He ocranaBsiuBalics, — Mpou3HeCIa KCEPKA, — A y3Ke IPAKTUYECKU UyBCTBYIO
TBOIO ITOOEy Ha/I0 MHOM.

U BOT y»ke OYTH BHIOUBIINCH U3 cil, DeHUKC NOJIMUHYTHI Tpaxas BaiiBepHa Ha Ipeiesie, a 3aTeM
Pe3KO0 OCTaHOBWJICA U IMOWMaB MOMEHT, BCTaBIJI YWiIEH BO BCIO JJ/IMHY B BarvHy Cpa3y KOHUYUB B HeE.
— 0000 fraaaa! — mpocTroHaia KCepKa, MeJIJIEHHO OITycKasch Ha 3eMJito, — JTa cuia! OHa Tak
ropsya... Tel cuseH, ®eHUKC, HO £ ellle MOKaXKy ce0s ¢ JIydliieil CTOPOHBI. Thl Y2k MHe IOBepb.
Korpaa kcepka goroBopuia, ¢eHUKC CIPHITHYJ C HEE. Bce BOKPYT CTaIo TEPATHh CBOU OUePTaHUS:
3eMJISI CHOBA CTaJIa IPOPE3NHEHHON YEPHOU ¢ 0TOJIECKOM sIPKO-3€JIEeHOT0. BuBepHa cHOBa crasia
Kcepkoi. /latic BepHYJI CBOU IpeKHUI 00JTHK.

JleBy1rka mpoOoOpMOTasia YTO-TO HEBHATHOE, IIOIMUTHYJIA IEMOHY U CBEDKHYB CBOMM Te€JIOM, YIILIa
BOocBosicH. Jlaiic TpocHyJics y ce0s B KPOBATU: OO0 JIesKasIo Ha MOJLy, IOAYIIKA — 0/ HOTaMH, a
IIPOCTBIHSA ObLIA BCsA B criepMe. 3a OKHAMU Y2Ke PaccBerio.

— Bor uTo 3HauuT, cietan Ha bant — ckazai Jlaiic, ogeBasich. OH coOpas Bce MOCTENbHOE Oesibe 1
OTHEC ero K CTUPJIbHOU MallluHe



